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Stern Drags Oprah
Into Indecency
Battle-------------------

Aveion’s Achievers

pp

TAMPA -University of
South Florida School of
Theatre and Dance has
announced that Seret Scott,
nationally
recognized
director and actor, will be a
guest artist in-residency
March 31 through April 3.
A member of the original
Broadway cast of Ntozake
Shange’s “For Colored
Girls
Who
Have
Considered Suicide When
the Rainbow Is Not
Enough,” Scott will share
her acting and directing
experiences as a woman
and a person of color. She
will participate in a panel
discussion following the
April 2 performance at 8
p.m. in Theatre 2 of the
College of Visual and
Performing Arts.
In addition, Scott’s
visit will include a presen
tation of her one-woman
show The Owl Attack
Chronicles, which brings
to life her daily journal
writings based on 15 years
of her experiences direct
ing plays throughout the
nation. The performance is
scheduled for April 2 from
noon to 1 p.m. in Theatre 2
and will be followed by a
question and answer ses
sion. This presentation is
free and open to the public.
Currently an associate
artist at the Globe Theatre

in San Diego, Scott has
directed more than 40 pro
ductions nationwide. Those
productions include the
American premiere of Amy
Tan’s The Joy Luck Club
and the world premiere of
Andrea
Stolowitz’s
Knowing Cairo. She has
worked with such theatre
companies as New Victory
Theatre, Second Stage and
Young
Playwright's
Festival in New York City,
as well as regional theaters
such as the Long Wharf
Theatre, Buffalo Studio
Arena,
South
Coast
Repertory Theatre, Oregon
Shakespeare Festival, Yale
Repertory Theatre and the
Alliance Theatre Company.
As an actor, Scott received
a Drama Desk award for
her Broadway performance
in My Sister, My Sister in
1974.
USF’s production of
For Colored Girls will run
April 1-3 and 7 - 10 at 8
p.m. and April 4 at 3 p.m.
in Theatre 2. Directed by
Fanni Green, the seven
member cast performs
Shange’s choreopoem - a
play made up of individual
poems that form a single
statement - which explores
the lives of seven AfricanAmerican women as they
discuss
relationships,
abuse, stereotypes, female
sexuality and spirituality,
and music. Tickets are $12
for adults and $6 for sen
iors and students and are
available at the USF
Theatre box office. Tickets
can be purchased on line
by visiting http://www.artsmart.usf.edu. For more
information, directions, or
to place a telephone order
with a credit card, call the
USF Theatre box office at
(813) 974-2323.
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USF Theatre Hosts
Original Broadway
Cast Member Of
For Colored Girls

Seret Scott
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Cason addresses the
attendees
by Tracie Reddick
Challenger Correspondent
ST. PETERSBURG At age four, Aveion Cason
idolized former gridiron
star Walter Peyton and was
never seen without a foot
ball in his hand.
"I played football with
the older kids in my neigh
borhood,” recalled Cason.
"I got roughed up quite a
bit, but I still wanted to
hang with the big boys. My
mother would hear me hol
lering outside sometimes
and think to herself, ‘Oh
Lord, what have they done
to my baby.’
"Sure enough, I had
gotten roughed up. But,
two seconds later, where
was I at? Right back out
there calling shots, like I

Oprah Winfrey
Dallas Cowboys’ Aveion Cason signing autographs
photos by Shedrick Rhodes

was in charge. The small
est guy out there, but had
the biggest heart when it
came to my passion, which
was football.”
Twenty years later,
Cason is still in love with
the game.
The former Lakewood
Junior Spartan has par
layed his passion into a
professional career with
the Dallas Cowboys.
But, the journey to
stardom wasn’t easy,
Cason told about 50 kids
gather at Lake Vista
Recreational Center last
Wednesday evening. The
crowd consisted mostly of
young boys who play for

the Junior Spartans and
dream of following in
Cason’s footsteps.
To help them get ahead
in the game, Cason
pledged his support to the
team through his founda
tion,
"Aveion’s
Achievers.”
The foundation is
designed to help the young
athletes avoid the pitfalls
that can sideline them in
life, said Tonjua Williams,
the president of the
Lakewood Junior Spartans
who is grateful Cason
wants to give back to the
team.
"He sought us out,”
Williams noted. "He want-

ed to return to his roots and
help the next generation of
players. No one has done
that. Not Shaun King, not
anybody.”
Cason’s desire to lend
his name; time and
resources to the team
scored with the crowd.
"I think it’s great that
he is willing to take out of
his schedule to do this. You
don’t find too many guys
like that nowadays,” said
Calvin Hunter, whose
grandson Joshua Harvey
plays for the Spartans.
Replied Cason: "I
always said if I made it to

continued on pg. 9

me more than

Cason

affirmative
action...neonle
want handouts. II

See Page 6

Author Nathan
Heard Dead At G7

held Saturday at the Enoch
Davis Center. Speakers
addressed every phase of
campaigning for elected
office from determining if
you can and should run,
qualifying to run, organiz
ing to run, campaigning to
deciding what to do after
the election depending on
whether you won or lost.
The purpose of the
workshop was developing
potential candidates inter
ested in running for elected
L-R: Jade Moore, Executive Director of the Pinellas Classroom
office. Running for elected
Teachers Association; Deborah Clark, Supervisor of Elections of
office is not a spur of the
Pinellas County, Vyrle Davis, Chairman AAVREC, Mary Brown,
moment decision
Pinellas County School Board Member, Pinellas County
Although the general
Commissioner Kenneth welch
elections are seven months
by Linda Young
away speakers stressed that
Challenger Correspondent now is too late to start cam
More than 30 partici paigning for that election.
pants and presenters took
Attorney
Michelle
part in a free workshop on Ligon said, "timing is
how to successfully cam everything" if you wanted
paign for public office.
to run for office for the
The four-hour long 2004 election you needed
Candidate Identification to start last year. You can't
Workshop co-sponsored by decide the day before an
the African American Voter election to run or decide on
Research an Education your own to run.
L-R: Norm Brown,member of Concerned
Committee
(AAVREC)
Ligon, and other preOrganizations; Michelle Ligon, an attorney;Jade
and the University of
Moore, Executive Director of the Pinellas
South
Florida,
St.
Workshop
Classroom Teachers Association
continued on pg. 5
Petersburg (USFSP) was

Read

Oprah
"MorMffff00fsro

continued on pg. 4

Candidate
Identification
Workshop Covers
Campaigning Issues

There’s A Reason To

by Greg Gatlin
Radio shock jock
Howard Stem tore into
federal regulators for
"hypocrisy", saying they
wouldn't dare target Oprah
Winfrey for airing sexual
ly explicit material, even
as his show is hit. with
indecency fines.
"They are never
going to fine Oprah
because she is the darling
of the world," Stem said
on his show yesterday, just
hours after regulators pro-

posed slapping Infinity
Broadcasting
with
a
$27,500 fine for Stem
shows that aired in 2001.
Stem
pointed
to
Thursday's Oprah Winfrey
Show TV broadcast focus
ing on teenage girls' sexu
al behavior, including a
"secret language" of sexu
al terms.
Stem tried to air an
explicit Oprah clip on his
radio show yesterday, but
producers censored it.
"Don't bleep it," Stem
pleaded with his producer.
"This is what is going to
expose the hypocrisy. If
they fine me for this, they
have to fine Oprah. And if
they fine Oprah all hell is
going to break loose."
But a former Federal
Communications
Commission official said
Oprah's use of sexually
explicit terms - even vul
gar or graphic language -

LIVINGSTON, N.J.
(AP) - Author and profes
sor Nathan Heard, whose
five novels drew from his
experiences in prison and
on the tough streets of
Newark, has died. He was
67.
Heard, whose 1968
debut "Howard Street"
sold’ more than 1 million
copies, was acclaimed for
his writing's gritty realism
and insight into the urban
black experience.
"Nathan Heard in that
period of the l960s was a
leading force in fiction
because he showed how
writers could take a real
experience and transform it
into a useful vision," said
poet Amiri Baraka, a
friend.
Heard died Tuesday at
Saint Barnabas Medical
Center, according to The
Sunday Star-Ledger of
Newark.
Heard's writing career
started in New Jersey State
Prison in Trenton while
serving seven years for
armed robbery. He started
reading soft-core porno
graphic novels passed to
him by a cellmate, said H.
Bruce Franklin, a Rutgers
University professor.
Heard,
who
had
dropped out of high school
after 10th grade, believed
he could do a better job and

Weefcfo

started writing about his
old Howard Street neigh
borhood.
His
mother
showed the manuscript to
his lawyer, who got the
novel published.
"What really made
him so important with his
first novel was his brilliant
insight into the ghetto
experience," Franklin said.
Heard's daughter said
her father used to list
"New Jersey State Prison"
under the education section
• of his resume.
"He wore his prison
time as a badge because
while he was in prison
that's where he grew up
and that's where he became
a man," said Natalie Heard,
of West Orange.
Besides
"Howard
Street," Heard also wrote
"A Cold Fire Burning,
"House of Slammers,"
"To Reach a Dream" and
"When Shadows Fall."
Heard also taught cre
ative writing at Rutgers
University and Fresno
State University, where he
won a teaching award in
1970. He appeared in sev
eral films, including the
1987 movie "Gordon's
War?'
In addition to his
daughter, Heard is survived
by a son, Melvin Hall, of
Atlanta.
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Haiti: What of the Rule of Law?
bv Jocelyn McCalla
If Haiti is to rid itself of
its destructive cycle of law
lessness and political up
heavals, its leaders must
resolutely break with the
past to rapidly establish
and promote respect for hu
man rights and the rule of
law. Unfortunately, this
does not appear to be the
transitional government’s
priority.
Interim Prime Minister
Gerard Latortue visited
Gonaives on March 20 to
hail as freedom fighters the
"cannibals," a group of
thugs who took up arms
against President JeanBertrand Aristide in order

to settle scores with him.
They blamed Mr. Aristide whom they once supported
- for the murder of their
leader, Amiot Metayer.
They have been in control
of the city of Gonaives
since last December when
they drove away the police
and other governmental
authorities.
Mr. Latortue was ac
companied on this visit by
Justice Minister Bernard
Gousse and OAS Repre
sentative David Lee. But
for all the hoopla that
greeted this occasion, Mr.
Latortue came away only
with a hastily crafted
wooden key to the city of

Gonaives. At the very least
he succeeded in fanning the
flames of lawlessness. The
thugs refused to give up
control of the municipality
and to disarm. And they
threatened to overthrow the
interim government should
they decide that things
were not to their liking.
Standing shoulder to shoul
der with the Prime Minister
was Jean Tatoune, a notori
ous lawbreaker with a near
ly twenty-year long history
of human rights crimes
under his belt. Tatoune
should have been in jail
instead.
Prime Minister Lator
tue may have aimed for

precious time, but he has
sent the wrong signals to
Haitians seeking. durable
peace and justice, closing
perhaps quickly the win
dow of support that Haiti
enjoys among people of
good will in domestic and
international spheres.
We strongly condemn
the unholy alliance which
the interim government has
struck with the Gonaives
rebels. We note that such
unholy alliances, in place
since 1994 when President
Aristide returned from ex
ile, have weakened rather
than strengthened law en
forcement and governmen
tal authority. We note with

alarm the apparent acquies
cence of international com
munity representatives to a
wrong-headed strategy that
among other things in
creases the risks to interna
tional peacekeepers.
We call on the transi
tional Haitian government
to reverse course and state
forthrightly that criminality
and warlordism have no
place in Haitian society,
and to take the steps neces
sary to re-establish state
authority. This includes an
aggressive disarmament
campaign with the active
support of international
peacekeepers and police
forces. We call on Haiti’s

international allies to also
disassociate themselves
with thugs and to redouble
efforts at peacebuilding by
committing more troops
and accelerating their de
ployment to the country.
Most importantly, a
judicial system that treats
every Haitian equally re
gardless of social, econom
ic or political status is long
overdue. Let its advent not
be postponed any further.
Jocelyn McCalla is the
Executive Director of the Na
tional Coalition for Haitian
Rights, a nonpartisan organi
zation monitoring and report
ing on the rights of Haitians.
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bv La Shawn Barber
A New Visions Commen
tary ■
Justifiably confident
going into the election cy
cle, Republicans have an
nounced they hope to win
25 percent of the black
vote. Former Republican Former speaker of the
Speaker of the House Newt
house Newt Gingrich
Gingrich has great expecta hopes the GOP can cap
ture the black vote
tions. "If we get AfricanAmerican votes, [the Dem
tified as Democrats (down
ocrats] are in deep trouble,"
from 74 percent in 2000),
he told the Washington
24 percent as independents
Post.
(up from 20 percent) and
Not just any trouble.
10 percent as Republicans
Deep trouble, he says.
(up
from 4 percent).
Columnist
Jonetta
Regardless of how
Rose Barras agrees, citing
blacks self-identify, howblack voters' growing dis
evef, Democrats consis
satisfaction with the Dem
tently get 90 percent of the
ocratic Party that resulted
black vote. Why? Years of
in Arnold Schwarzenegger
damage caused by liberal
winning 17 percent of their
ideology and misinforma
vote last year and New
tion pumped into the black
York Mayor Michael
community for the past 25
Bloomberg gamering 22
years. Memo to Repub
percent in 2001.
licans: Popping up in black
The statistics portend
church services and doing
good things for Republi
sound bites on urban radio
cans. According to the oftwon't cut it.
cited Joint Center for Poli
Blacks have been lied
tical and Economic Studies
to about the history of the
2002 political survey, 63
Republican Party and civil
percent of blacks self-idenrights. Historically, blacks

voted for Republicans be
cause Democrats were bla
tantly anti-civil rights (and
in some ways still are). For
example, "radical" Repub
licans of the 1860s support
ed slavery's end in Ameri
ca. Democrats opposed the
Civil Rights Acts of 1866
and 1964 (Senator Robert
Byrd participated in a fili
buster of the latter). Jim
Crow was a creation of
Democrats.
In the l960s, Demo
crats blocked school door
ways while Republicans
pushed de-segregation leg
islation. In 2004, Demo
crats continue to block
school doorways as Repub
licans push school choice,
the only hope many black
parents have to ensure that
their kids get a decent edu
cation.
So why did large num
bers of blacks switch from
voting for Republicans to
voting for Democrats?
Some say it was President
John F. Kennedy's per
ceived sensitivity to the op
pression of minorities that
endeared him and his party
to black Americans.

Aside from revisionist
history, a more fundamen
tal rift exists between
blacks and Republicans.
The concept of limited
government, a core Repub
lican principle, is anathema
to. most blacks - even weal
thy, well-educated ones.
Thanks to the handiwork of
Southern
Democrats,
blacks continue to turn to
the federal government for
redress of the slightest
racial grievance.
Conservatives have a
healthy distrust of the fed
eral government, and be
lieve fits powers should be
limited to only those enu
merated in the U.S. Con
stitution. To most blacks,
however, limited govern
ment brings to mind "states
rights," which in turn evokes images of Southern
whites and their resentment
of federal intervention in
local affairs during de-seg
regation.
The rights of the states
are at the heart of a good
constitutional republic, but
blacks won't easily forget it
was the federal govern
ment that enforced civil

rights after Reconstruction, us. But the most important
Republicans
created jobs under the New advantage
Deal and protected us from have over Democrats is
billy clubs, dogs and water that Republicans can win
hoses in the l960s. Do you elections without the black
blame people for believing vote; Democrats can't.
In the meantime, Re
a bloated, central bureau
cracy is still savior even in publicans should continue
2004?
to do what they do best: de
Republicans
should fend the country, support
keep emphasizing that the policies that foster eco
federal government is not nomic, growth and fight for
supposed to have this much the sanctity of the family,
control over the people. the unborn and the dignity
The U.S. Supreme Court of the individual.
most recently usurped the
Once enough of us are
will of the people by find fed up with liberal lies,
ing a non-existent constitu fear, resentment and mis
tional basis for continued trust (and being passed i
race discrimination, al over for leadership posi
though discrimination was tions), perhaps they'll re
legally abolished in 1964. turn to the party that set us
In 1973, they usurped the free. And once they get a
will of the people by dis taste of real freedom, Dem
covering a non-existent ocrats will be in trouble.
"right to privacy" to kill Deep trouble.
La Shawn Barber is a
unborn babies. Favoring a
strong, forceful central member of the -Africangovernment was once a American leadership network
matter of survival for Proeject 21 and freelance
blacks generations ago, but writer in Washington, D.C.
Comments may be sent to barno longer.
bersview@yahoo.com.
Given this elemental
divide between blacks and
Republicans, it won’t be
easy for the GOP to court

Returning to Selma, Less We Forget the
"Bridges" That Brought Us Over ——-—
For the past several
years, as a matter of per
sonal commitment, I have
returned to Selma as part of
a relevant ritual of remem
brance. Lou Hamer once
said that we must always
remember where we came
from and "honor the
bridges that brought us
over." Speaking biblically,
the Rev. Jesse L. Jackson,
who also makes the annual
pilgrimage to Selma, often
reminds his audiences of
the need to remember the
"ancient landmarks," those
places and events that are
of seminal importance in
defining the destiny of a
people or nation. The Sel
ma to Montgomery March
was a defining moment in
the history of people of
African descent in this
country and for the United
States as a whole.
It was the sacrifice,
suffering, pain and victory
on the Edmund Pettis
Bridge, where civil rights
marchers were savagely
beaten and turned back on
"Bloody Sunday," that de
fined democracy in Amer
ica - a gift from the sons
and daughters of former
enslaved Africans who
were incorporated into the
Constitution as 3/5 of a

human being; enslaved
Africans who, according to
the Dred Scott decision,
"had not rights that the
white man was bound to
respect;" these Africans,
with courage, dignity, pride
and determination, re
grouped and marched across the "Bridge" to make
history. The Voting Rights
Act of 1965, which was the
direct result of the March,
placed the ballot in the
hands of Africans in Amer
ica again, thereby creating
the prospect of fulfilling
the unfulfilled democracy
in this nation. Selma and
the Edmund Pettis Bridge
are "landmarks," which we
dare not forget lest our chil
dren be robbed of a sense
of our collective history
and inheritance.
Preserving the com
memoration and celebra
tion of the tragedies and tri
umphs of Bloody Sunday
and the Selma to Mont
gomery march has fallen
almost exclusively on the
willing shoulders of the
Sanders family: Attorney
Faya Rose Sanders, State
Senator Hank Sanders and
their daughter Malika.
Black America is deeply
indebted to this courageous
and selfless family for as-

suming this sacred duty for
all of us. Organizing this
year’s commemoration was
more difficult than usual
because of drastic cut
backs in public funds for
the Voting Rights Museum
and other programs that
have provided the institu
tional infra-structure for
the Annual Bridge Cross
ing Jubilee. Despite the
added adversity, the Sand
er’s family and a dedicated
core of true believers amazingly pressed ahead to
successfully organize an
other very ambitious four
day program.
In addition to honoring
"Invisible Giants," people
who are doing extraordi
nary work but who are not
recognized by the media,
the Voting Rights Museum
also honors "movement
couples," husbands and
wives who work together
and stay together as a part
of their commitment to the
struggle for civil and hu
man rights for people of
Africa descent and other
oppressed people. Last
year my wife, Mary Fran
cis-Daniels and I were hon
ored along with Congresswoman Maxine Waters and
her husband Ambassador
Sidney Williams. This year,

the Rev. and Mrs. James
Orange and Johnita and
Imari Obedele were among
the couple who were hon
ored. The Rev. Joseph
Lowery, President Meritus
of the Southern Christian
Leadership
Conference
(SCLC) and his wife, Eve
lyn, founder of the Wom
en’s auxiliary, of SCLC,
were the special honorees.
One of the features of
the program which I enjoy
most are the Sunday morn
ing services at various
churches where notable
leaders like Congresswoman Maxine Waters, the
Rev. Jesse Jackson, the
Rev. A1 Sharpton, Martin
Luther King III and the
Rev. C.T. Vivian serve as
guest ministers/speakers.
For the past two years I
have attended the Church
where the Rev. Jackson
preached. This year it was
exhilarating and humbling
to sit in a pew at the his
toric Brown Memorial
Chapel AME Church, the
site of many of the community meetings convened to
discuss the strategies and
gain inspiration to tear
down the walls of apar
theid. Brown Chapel was
also the place where the
marchers assembled for the

historic procession to the
"Bridge." I was overcome
by a sense of reverence
when I read the memorial
plaque on the wall in the
sanctuary which bears the
names of Jonathan M.
Daniels, Jimmy Lee Jackson, James Reeb and Viola
Luizza, all martyrs of the
battle of Selma.
Clearly delighted to be
preaching to a packed
house in this great church,
the Rev, Jackson was in
rare form. He proclaimed
that 39 years after Bloody
Sunday, Black in Alabama,
the South and America may
be "free" but we are not
"equal." Measured by vir
tually any social indicator income, jobs, housing, edu
cation, health or wealth there is a significant nega
tive gap between. Blacks
and our white counterparts.
Therefore, he declared, the
struggle is far from over.
The Rev. Jackson warned
against Black people be
coming complacent in the
face of a yet unfinished
civil rights/human rights
agenda - suggesting that
one of the greatest impedi
ments to our progress was
learning to "adjust" or ac
commodate to our status as
unequal participants in the

American system. He cau
tioned that "mental captivi
ty" is worst than physical
captivity in the struggle for
liberation, reminding the
audience that Harriet Tubman once said, "I could
have saved a lot more
slaves if they had known
they were enslaved."
The Rev. Jackson’s
point was/is that, as we
look forward to the 40th
anniversary of Bloody Sun
day and the Selma to Mont
gomery March, we must be
conscious of our plight and
committed to educating, in
spiring and organizing our
people to engage the fight
to finish the struggles en
capsulated in this defining
moment in the history of
Black people and this na
tion. Our charge is to "keep
hope alive!"
I am glad to have re
turned once more to one of
our most important land
marks. I left remembering
the "bridges that brought us
over," the struggle of our
forebears on whose shoul
ders we stand, and fired up
to continue the quest for
liberation for another year!
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SARASOTA / MANATEE AREA
Summer in the Parks
Registration Begins Soon------

New Charges Will Be Filed
Against Manatee County Man

Sarasota County Parks
and Recreation will begin
accepting
registrations
April 1 for its Summer in
the Parks programs. Acti
vities are available for
children in grades one
through nine, including
tennis/swim camp, Tampa

New charges will be
filed against a man arrested
in the state's latest Amber
alert hunt. Prosecutors will
likely charge Byron Hous
ton with attempted murder
and arson. The charges
stem from an incident that
happened at a home a few
weeks ago.
Investigators
claim
Houston threw a moltov
cocktail into his aunt's
home.
"That was a dispute
over money," said Dave
Bristow with the sheriffs
office. "He was living with
an aunt and made some
threats about burning the
house down. That's what
he tried to do."
Houston is also the
man arrested for kidnap
ping an l8-month old Man
atee County boy late
Sunday night.
Investigators say 25year-old Houston kid
napped Deshawn Milner
from his grandmother's
home at about 10 p.m.
Sunday. The suspect appar
ently wanted to use Deshaun as ransom in a dis
pute over money. Sheriff's
officials told Bay News 9
Houston was dating the
baby's aunt.
"He's saying I stole

Bay Bucs cheer camp,
leadership
adventure
camp, bug camp, creativity
camp and many more.
Camp offerings and infor
mation are available at any
of the county’s recreation
facilities and libraries or at
www.scgov.net
under

Parks and Recreation,
Youth Programs. Registra
tion is available by mail or
online at http://parksonline.scgov.net. For further
information, please call
(941) 861-9870.

Sarasota County Offers Web
"Directions" ——------------------Users of Sarasota
County’s Web site, can get
directions to every address
published on the site. The
new Microsoft® software
called "MapPoint®" works
much like the Internetbased mapquest.com.
Users can easily'find
the bright orange icon call
ed "Directions" below ad
dresses to beaches, parks,
fire, stations and every
address published on the
site. By clicking on the
"Directions" icon, a map of
the location appears.
By clicking on the file
tab called "Directions,"
users can enter the origi
nating location in the start
field and the destination

field automatically de
faults to the address previ
ously selected. Not only
are users given explicit
written directions but also
a map, which can be mini
mized and maximized at
three separate settings,
with enhanced images and
roads that appear on the
map.
"We want this site to
be the most user-friendly
site online and the way to
do that is by constantly
testing our work," says
Sarasota County’s Chief
Information Officer Bob
Hanson. "We can’t just
think it works, we have to
know it works and works
well."

This is one of several
enhancements to come
within the next quarter.
Since earlier this year, the
county has been quickly
implementing recommen
dations from expert Jakob
Nielsen designed at en
hancing the usability of its
site. Changes to come in
clude a more narrowly de
fined taxonomy, links to
the most popular informa
tion sought and refining
the layout of the homepage.
For more information,
contact Jeffrey Aaron at
(941) 861-5116 or 6502682.

We Welcome Your Community News
Events and Pictures

Commission Approves
Third Round in
County Neighborhood
Grants ----------------------

The toddler was found unharmed.
$2,000," said Deshawn's
mother, Catrecia Milner. "I
don't want his money. I
don't need his money. If I
need money, I could go to
my dad."
Nevertheless, police
say Houston took off with
the baby, demanding mon
ey for his safe return.
An Amber Alert was
issued for Deshawn early
Monday, and a driver on I4 in Orlando called police
after seeing a car matching
a description of the one in
the alert.
A history of violence
had investigators worried
before they found the sus
pects.
"Byron does have about 23 entries in his prior
criminal history," said
Wells. "It's a pretty thick
file. And in addition, there
were three warrants out in
Manatee County."

Byron Houston
Troopers stopped the
ear and arrested driver
Nick Hargraves on cocaine
possession charges. That
led them to the Rosen Cen
ter on International Drive,
where they found De
shawn, Houston, and his
l8-year-old brother, Mar
cus.
The sheriff's office has
temporarily taken custody
away from Deshaun's fam
ily while investigators sort
out exactly what happened.
Deshaun was not injured.

The Sarasota County
Board of Commissioners
recently approved more
than $96,000 in matching
grant funds to neighbor
hood associations that ap
plied for the third round in
the county’s Neighborhood
Grant Program.
Associations awarded
grants include Amaryllis
Park Neighborhood Asso
ciation; Bay Point Citi
zen's Association, Inc.;
Chestnut Creek; Country
Club Estates Cooperative,
Inc.; Country Place Homeowners Association, Inc.;
Dolphin Tower Condo As
sociation; Duck Key Own
ers Association, Inc.; Glen
Oaks Estates Homeowners
Association, Inc., Kingsmere Condominium Asso
ciation, Inc., Pipers Waite
Condominium Associa
tion; Sarasota Springs
Community Association;
Scenid Drive Residents
Ad-Hoc Committee; Siesta
Key Association; South
Creek; South Gate Village
Green Condominium, Sec
9 Association; South Gate
Village Green Condomin
ium, Sec 10 Association;
South Venice Beach En

dowment Trust; South
Venice Civic Association;
South Venice Neighbor
hood
Jupiter/Falcon;
Southpointe Shores Prop
erty Owners, Inc.; Strath
more Villa Condominium
Apartments Association,
Inc.; Village Oaks Con
dominiums Association,
Inc.; and The Woods
Homeowners Association.
The
Neighborhood
Grant Program supports
the county’s Neighborhood
Initiative to preserve and
enhance the quality of life
in our neighborhoods.
This is the third grant cycle
and the plan is two grant
cycles per year.
Neighborhood grants
must fit the criteria to
enhance safety, build
neighborhood leadership,
enhance health, and/or pre
serve character and value.
The next neighborhood
grant cycle begins with
classes in June and July
with an application due
date of August 30th. For
more information, contact
Amy Wood, grant coordi
nator, at 861-5415 or
awood@scgov.net.

COMMUNITY BRIEFS
Eckerd College SIFE Team: "Helping
People Achieve Their Dreams
Through Free Enterprise Education"
On Jan. 18, a dedicated
group of students at Eckerd
College set out on a jour
ney to make a difference in
the community. These stu
dents signed up to be a part
of one of the largest colle
giate national organiza
tions in the world, Students
in Free Enterprise (SIFE).
The mission of the organi
zation is for students to
Eckerd College SIFE Team
develop educational out Front row (L to R) Sharon Saulsby, Cynthia Smith,
reach projects to empower
and Carol Taylor
Back row (L to R) Chey Keys, Chris Wilkinson,
and teach individuals in
Beth Thomas, and Terri Scott
their community the prin
ciples of market econom Day open house to create businesses. Tara Elemenics, entrepreneurship, per consumer awareness and tary School gained expo
sonal financial success and increase clientele for the sure to foreign exchange in
business ethics. Within business. Guests were the economy. Students
eight weeks, through the given the opportunity to learned about the currency
mentoring of Professor tour the beautiful day spa, for different countries and
Naveen Malhotra, a Sam speak with the owner and their product of trade.
The SIFE team also
Walton Fellow, this Eckerd other operators, and sched
College SIFE Team has ule appointments. They impacted other members of
impacted over 100 lives were also treated to live the community. A Reading
including business owners, jazz music, and some de for Success program was
students, and other mem lectable chocolate treats developed at Enoch Davis
Center. This program pro
with champagne.
bers of the community.
Second, local school vided assistance to those
To start, local business
students
received visits wanting to improve their
es such as Shirley’s Res
taurant, Tropical Beach from several SIFE team reading skills. Teenagers of
Cleaning Service, and members. Bay Point Ele Twentieth Street Church of
Bonjour Day Spa received mentary fifth grade stu Christ gained exposure to
entrepreneurial assistance dents received a lesson in making ethical business
from the SIFE team. economics. Students were decisions. Students played
Shirley’s Restaurant re given an opportunity to active roles by facing ethi
ceived new menus, sig play roles as producers and cal dilemmas within a
nage, and landscaping im consumers in the economy. business environment. The
provements.
Tropical Also, Belcher Elementary Youth Ministry of Friend
Beach Cleaning Service School received a lesson in ship Missionary Baptist
received marketing assis entrepreneurship. The sec Church received an in
tance, which included new ond grade classroom was formative presentation on
color brochures and busi turned into a grocery store, personal financial success
ness cards, and bookkeep bank, and lemonade stand and how to invest for their
ing education. For Bonjour and students were given future. The youth were
Day Spa, the SIFE team the opportunity to apply exposed to terminology
held an after Valentines for jobs and operate the such as the stock market,

inflation, IRA’s, mutual
funds, etc. A local group of
senior citizens learned how
global technology impacts
their lives.
Although this journey
required lots of hard work,
planning, time commit
ment, and dedication, the
Eckerd College SIFE Team
felt that the smile and grat
itude from the business
owners, the great learning
experience with the stu
dents, and the hopeful glee
in the second grader’s
eyes, as he completed his
book, was well worth it all.

St. Pete Police Chief Harmon Speaks
at Uhuru House-------- --------------- —------ST. PETERSBURG On, March 31, the Inter
national People’s Demo
cratic Uhuru Movement
will host a "Speak Out,"
where St. Petersburg Po
lice Chief Chuck Harmon
is expected to join a panel
discussion tin police/com-

munity relations at the
Uhuru House. The com
munity is invited to attend
the open forum.
Among the topics of
discussion: citizen con

at BayWalk.
The Uhuru House is
located at 1245 18th Ave.
S. For more information,
call (727) 502-0575..

cerns about police sweeps
in the black community,
the department's approach
to the annual post-Martin
Luther King Jr. parade fes
tivities and racial profiling

THE GIBBS GLADIATOR
GOSBBLCHOIfi
- Spring Concert-

Please
Support Our
Paper by
Patronizing
Our
Advertisers

Dr. Cody Clark, Director

Sunday April 4th 2:00 pm
Barbeque dinner following concert
FREE ADMISSION
Trinity United Church of Christ
1150 49th St. North • St. Petersburg • (727) 321-1088
Palm Sunday Celebration 10:00 am

neaker
World
OPEN ONLY

45

Ask about our

,

Guaran teed

I'^Vl

Credit Approval

High Quality • Car Fax Certified
*2.99% APR • $88 Down
(60 mos. + tax & tag, WAC) ,

• • •

• • • •

H^Need A Car S^Bad Credit

L J

Friday
I
Saturday
I
Sunday
9:30am to 8pm I 9:30am to 8pm I 11am to 5pm

i

‘02 Mitsubishi GaIant ES
Charcoal grey, auto, a/c
40 mo. @ 2.90% APR
$222.91 mo. or $9980

‘02 Kia Spoilage
Two-tone paint, auto
48 mo. @2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $9988

‘00 Ford Explorer XLS
4-door, auto, a/c
60mo.@ 2.99% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,988

‘00 VW Cabria
Conv, auto
60 mo. @ 2.98% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,981

‘02 Mustang Coupe
Silver, auto, 13k mi.
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,988

‘00 Isuzu Rodeo LS
Auto, a/c, power pkg.
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$215.42 mo. or $11,988

‘01 VW Jetta GLS
Auto, a/c
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$233.45 mo. or $12,988

‘00 VW Passat GLS
Black pearl, loaded
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$233.45 mo. or $12,988

'01 Mazda Tribute
4dr, Auto, a/c, 44k mi.
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$233.45 mo. or $13,988

‘00 Nissan Maxima
White pearl, auto, a/c
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$233.45 mo. or $13,988

‘99 Cad. DeviIIe Concours
Carr, roof, chrome alloys }
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $14,988

‘01 Gr. Cherokee
Loredo pkg.
60 mo. @ 2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $14,988

‘02 Mit. Diamante
LS Pkg., Ithr., sunroof
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$268.50 mo. or $14,988

‘00 LincoIn LS V8
pwr sunroof, 14” whls
60 mo. @2.99% APR
$305.56 mo. or $18,988

*01 Ford Expedition
Lthr., 3rd row, dual air
60 mo. @ 2.99%APR
$341.61 mo. or $21,988

5600 34th Street North • St. Petersburg • (727) 528-0705

2325 34th St. S.

St Petersburg (in Lakeview Shopping Center — 22nd Ave. S. & 34th St S.)

: GRAND OPENING
CHILDREN’S MEN AND WOMEN’S

’^neaker iS&BSneaker

e

^up to size 3

pair

'pair

Look a Likes
• Nike • Reeboks ♦ Phat Farm • Andl
Fashionable Handbags $9" an(l
328-2100
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TAMPA BAY AREA
THIS & THAT

by Mabel Cooper

(823-6092)

Standing L-R: Annie Thompson, Veronica Feaster,
Daisy Facyson, Ruth Gallon, Hazel Thompson
Seated L-R: Beatrice Williams, Jannie Wells
(birthday girl), Brenda Williams,
IT WAS ONE OF THE
PLEASURES OF A
LIFETIME
On March 5, Jannie
Wells of 36th St. and 25th

town where they said their
so longs and take cares for
now.

Ave. S . , along with her rel

ONE OF THE PLEA

atives and friends, motored
to Miami to join two other
relatives for departure on
the Sensation ship on a
cruise - three days - to the
Bahamas. Jannie was hap
py as a rabbit in a brier
patch, and she had two rea
sons for being so. It was
the cruise to the Caribbean
and her “47th” birthday
celebration on board. Her
natal day is March 7.
There were 175 people
on board enjoying a bob
bing contest, karaoke sing
ing and plenty to amuse
them. The revelers enjoyed
the birthdate celebration
where there was dancing,
singing and plenty of party
pleasure and tables loaded
with tempting goodies and
food galore 24-7. The
place was like a fiesta.
Their waiters sang and
danced for the celebration,
and Jannie was presented
with a small cake. They
had Congo line dancing
and something to partici
pate in all the time, and
Jannie and friends tried to
be in on it all.,
The group’s spokes
person said Jannie seemed
thrilled with the celebra
tion and delighted with the
cruise and declared the
cruise and b’date celebra
tion will become an annual
occasion every year and
henceforth for ever more.
No, siree, it wasn’t the
sun that had gotten to
Jannie. A bit farther away
from home, but no less
interesting. She said it was
a trip to be remembered for
years and years.
On March 8, the group
returned to Miami and
reality and then to our

SURES OF A
LIFETIME
A musical treat, on
Sunday evening, March
21, at the Mahaffey Thea
ter from 7-9:30 p.m., the
Four Tops did their usual
thing - performed and
sang. Their stage perform
ance and they, themselves,
were a treat for the eyes
and ears.
The four guys have
been marveling audiences
with their infectious blend
of pure vocal power and
sweet harmonies since
1954. Arguably, they look
just as agile and sing just
as they did 50 years ago.
They were outstanding on
favorites like, “Baby I
Need Your Loving,” “It’s
Your Thing,” “Always and
Forever,” “I’ll Be There”
and “Sugar Pie Honey
Bunch,” etc.
Opening the show was
an outstanding comedian
who kept the audience in
stitches with his jaw-dropping humor. It seemed he
pleased everyone’s ears
with it. With his appear
ance, the Four Tops and
the “Big Band,” the audi
ence seemed to agree, the
affair was great, and all of
them received a thunder
ous ovation. We wish you
had been there.
$$$$$

IT WAS ANOTHER

HAPPY BIRTHDAY TO
Damean Woodard who
turned 22 on March 24. He
is the grandson of Willie
and Helen Woodard of 45
St. S....Oh, to be 22 again.

RECOLLECTIONS

Cason plays catch with a fan
"Now, it’s my turn to
watching,” he said. "That
Cason
was the moment that it hit treat her. She worked two
from front page
the NFL, I would give me and I knew that I want jobs to take care of our
back to my community in ed to make a name for family,” said Cason, who
has three brothers and a
myself.”
some way.”
Instead, Cason was sister. "My mother, my
Using his life as an
example, Cason told the traded to the Detroit Lions grandmother and my fi
youngsters they need to and then the Cowboys. ance are all strong black
stay focused on their goals "Having to keep switching women who have been
and be prepared to tackle teams and adjust to new with me through every
any obstacles that come coaches, players and staff thing. I get my strength
has been challenging,” he from my mom. My grand
their way.
mother has always been
He didn’t give up, admitted.
my motivator. I get my
However,
it
was
Cason said, after he be
came a star athlete at Lake? through those struggles drive, my will and my
wood High School and had that he became spiritually determination from her.
to sit out his senior year rooted. His commitment to My fiance, has taught me
because his family moved God - and fear of his mama what it means to love
and zoning restrictions - has helped him avoid the something so much that
prevented him from play negative headlines that you never let it go. She has
helped me grow spiritual
many young athletes face.
ing.
ly, as well as mentally.
"I
surround
myself
Nor, did he lose faith
Three months ago,
when he was later given an with the right people,” he
opportunity to play college said. "I know I’m under a Cason - who was creating
football at Illinois State, microscope and every a name for himself with
but was once again forced body’s watching me. So, the Dallas Cowboys - was
to sit out his senior year dealing with the fame is sidelined with a knee
when he became academi not tough for me. I’m injury. He. is once again
going to always do the optimistic about his future.
cally ineligible to play.
"God will always work
"I tried out for many right thing.”
Cason has a four-year- it out for those who love
(NFL) teams,” explained
Cason, who was picked up old son who is the center and trust in Him,” said
Cason, who recited Pro
by the St. Louis Rams in of his life.
"My father wasn’t part verbs 3:5-6 as a mantra for
2000 and finally was able
of my life when I. was the youngsters to adopt.
to reach his goal.
"I always dreamed of growing up,” he said. "I "This is where I am going
playing in the NFL, but I think that made me a better in my life.
"I am letting God
never imagined what it person because I don’t
would be like,” said Ca want my son to ever live direct me. Wherever I may
end up, I know it is no mis
son, noting his first NFL without me.”
Cason credits his take. It is where God wants
game against the Miami
mother, Bridgette Cason- me to be. I find comfort in
Dolphins.
"It was a Monday Williams, who recently this and I just continue to
night game, so you knew married, for making him live for Him. I know
everything else will fall
millions of people were into the man he is today.
into place.”

VETERAN’S CLAIMS
• No Time Limit For Claims •
• Service - Connected Disability
• Hospital and Outpatient Care • Insurance
• Non Service - Connected Pension
• V.A. Loan $100,000 & Up.
• Powers Of Attorney - Referral
• All Federal Agencies and Private are required by law to have
a Disabled Veterans Affirmation Action Plan

Percent
Disability
10%
20%
30%
40%
50%

Monthly
Rate
$203
$189
$407
-$539
$725

Percent
Disability
60%
70%
80%
90%
100%

Monthly
Rate
$890
$1,795
$2,155
$3,299
$4,163

MARY HUFF, Counselor |
P.O. Box 290922
Tampa, FL
(813) 626-4331

FREE APPOINTMENT
HOME VISITS

Star 16
FEATURING
B.J.: Saturday morning gospel. Wake up with a praying Spirit

have been terribly brow
beaten by this rough, stem
looking man, brainwashed
by his brainless ideas and
Godtalk. They needed a
backbone boost and lesson
in self esteem and self der
fense. Didn’t they know
that there is power in num
bers? These women could
have conspired to creep up
on Mad Man Marcus while
he slept and tied him to the
bed or whatever with his
own dreadlocked hair and.
got out of there with the
children.
Neighbors failed the
children. They should have
reported the neglect they
witnessed of these chil
dren. In the state of Flori
da, anyone who sees or
suspects neglect or abuse
of children are mandated
by law to report it to Child
Protective Services. If
neighbors had been con
cerned about the children’s
safety and called.in a re
port, an investigation prob
ably would have been con
ducted and the children
possibly taken into custody
by the State of California.
No doubt Wesson,
would have confronted and
challenged Protective Ser
vices. No doubt his bizarre
behavior and treatment of
the children would have
met the criteria for BakerActing him into a mental
health facility for psychi
atric evaluation.
He might have been let
back on the street in all of
his weirdness due to the
nationwide cuts in mental
health programs, but at
least the children would
have been saved, the wom
en, too, if they had sense
enough to stay away from
this man.
Wesson’s Godtalk and
dominating spirit is char
acteristic in many self-pro
claimed messengers of
God. A woman pastor who
my husband and I rented
from in San Francisco,

we would prepare our own
meals and save money.
But, no, she would have it
her way, and it was appar
ent that this was her way to
make more money. She
counted on us taking most
of our meals at the restau
rant
Queen Mother, pastor
of the church and chairman
of the board, dressed iri
white from head to toe,
owner of a new white Cad
illac, had her church mem
bers and followers work
ing in the restaurant, beau
ty shop and maintaining
the upkeep of rental prop
erties.
These loyal followers
made it their business to
inform me of what “Moth
er” did or did not like: Of
course, I cared a lot about
that. I cared so much for
her dislike of makeup that
I would put on lots of it,
including the brightest red
lipstick and go to breakfast
- just a little extra effort on
my part to displease
“Mother”
“We all help around
here,” I was told. I replied
to “Sister be Good,” “I will
gladly work in the beauty
shop for pay.” “We all call
Mother ‘Mother,’” another
told me, to which I replied,
“I call my mother ‘Mama,’
and she lives iri’ Tallahas
see, Fla.” They just wore
themselves out flaunting
■“Mother’s” Godtalk and
dominating spirit, but it
just rolled off me like wa
ter from a duck’s back.
Of course, “Queen
Mother” was not the mur
derous villain as wild man
Wesson is alleged to be,
but she controlled her fol
lowers as he did his wives
and children, Her follow
ers seemed honored and
privileged to serve her.

News Deadline Is 4 P.M. Monday

in inspirational music, news, weather and the Spoken Word.

UNCLE DAVE MICHAELS: 10am-1 pm Just playing the
music the way you like it.

Whaddya want?
Get it all in our

MICHEALT: Old school and music to drive home by.

TONYCHARLES: Take you back home with your favorite
blues and 'chu-chu' oldies 9pm-2am .

MATES
M8> PENINSULA SEAFOOD I COMBO!
MARKT « RHTAURANT

I

FOR ADVERTISING CALL

727-821-9947
REQUEST LINE 864-1600

Serving “T"2mga (Bag Since 1976
Office: 327-WRXB (9792) *

Visit Us on the Web:
www.theweeklychallenger.com

Marcus Wesson, the
57-year-old man who al
legedly shot and killed
eight children (assumedly
his own) and a 25-year-old
woman thought to be one
of his wives was jailed in
Fresno, Calif., on nine mil
lion dollars bail pending an
arraignment according to a
news article in the St.
Petersburg Times and tele
vision news stories. It was
stated that Wesson domi
nated his nomadic clan of
women and that he could
have been a part of a cult,
that he spoke about God
and his belief that he did
not have to work for a liv
ing - God would take care
of him.
And so this weird
looking pathetic excuse for
a man used Godtalk and
tactics of domination to
take several women as
wives and fathered chil
dren with them.
“The women would
walk dutifully behind him
in dark robes...apparently
worked to support him.”
It truly is amazing how
some self-proclaimed mes
sengers of God manage to
convince weak people that
they should feel privileged
and honored to serve them.
Yes, I label these
women weak and stupid.
How else would they sub
ject their children to this
barbaric way of life with
this nitwit? Why did they
allow this loathsome man
to use their children to col
lect welfare when each of
them could have collected
welfare on their own for
the children? Surely, these
women were not seeking
the Promised Land through
this addle-brained man.
I mean, what was his
promised land - “You will
live in squalor, bear my
children, work and follow
me wherever I go.” I reck
on that was his gospel - not
a thing divine about it.
These women must

DIANE HUGHES: 5am-10am,M-F. Total Praise with the best

call it a wrap.

SO STAY LOOSE!

Godtalk and
Domination -

bed situated on the second
floor of a rental property,
over the church and restau
rant - part of Queen Moth
er’s empire.
We assured her that we
had slept in much more
uncomfortable and smaller
places during our travels in
the military, and, besides,

5am-10am

DONZA DRUMMOND, SALES MANAGER
Now at this time, I will

by Frances Pinckney

Calif., was a God-talking
dominating woman. While
waiting to get military
housing, we went to look
at an apartment to rent,
temporarily. It was ideal furnished, cooking utensils
included.
Pastor woman said it
was not big enough for two
people - bed and sofa too
small. She had a room
available with a double

2060 - lst Avenue North, St. Petersburg, FL 33713

.

FLOUNDER, SHRIMP,

fk
|M
%

400 - 49th St South
St, Petersburg, FL
327-8309
328-8309

I

jT

Mon.-Sat. 11 AM to 9 PM
Sunday ... Gone Fishin1

Includes Coleslaw, Cornpuppies,

WHERE THE LOCALS BUY

SCALLOPS, OYSTERS
ONLY $10.99

FOR OVER 21 YEARS

TAMPA BAY AREA NEWS continues
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MOSI Displays Heart Gallery
Portraits----------------------------------TAMPA - "Heart Gal
lery of Tampa Bay," a
group of approximately 30
children's portraits, will be
on display at MOSI, Tampa's Museum of Science &
Industry, March 1-31.
The portraits were
taken by local photogra
phers who volunteered
their time and talent. Each
child featured in the
"Heart Gallery of Tampa
Bay" is in need of a perma
nent, loving family. The
exhibit is a unique way to
raise awareness and edu
cate the community con-

ceming the urgent need for
foster and adoptive par
ents, especially for boys
and girls for whom finding
forever families is more
difficult: sibling groups,
African American, and
older children.
The exhibit is present
ed by The Children's
Home, Inc., African Amer
ican Families Unite, a Task
Force of The Children's
Home, and Hillsborough
Kids, Inc. It is sponsored
by Art Mart, Clarke Ad
vertising and Public Rela
tions, JP Morgan Chase,

Workshop

Reedy Photoprocess Cor
poration, and the Tampa
Area Professional Photo
graphers Association.
For more information
on the exhibit or adopting
a child, please contact The
Children's Home at (813)
864-1435.
MOSI is the largest
science center in the south
eastern United States and
home of the only IMAX“
Dome Theatre in the state
of Florida. For more infor
mation, visit MOSI's Web
site at www.mosi.org or
call (813) 987-6000.

Local Non-Profit Hosts Open
House for Girls to Receive
Free Prom Dresses —------------TAMPA - Sisters Em should be without just
powering Women, Inc because of finances.
(SEW)., will host an open
"Prom is a rite of pas
jhouse for teenage girls sage," Davis-Thompson
from low-to-moderate in said. "I know I have great
come families to receive a memories of my prom and
free prom dress
on homecoming. Especially
Saturday, April 3, 2004 at in my senior year, the
the W.E. Davis Family dances represented my
Support Center - 5407 N. transition to another chap
30th Street.
ter in my life. No girl
The Gowns for Girls should have to forfeit that
program provides evening experience."
gowns to girls whose fam
Amber Davis, a SEW
ilies can’t afford to pur Board Member, said the
chase a dress. Anyone organization also provides
interested in receiving a accessories and other
dress
should
contact assistance.
Sisters
Empowering
"We have stylists
Women at (813) 622-6517 throughout the county who
or (813) 300-2208 to make have agreed to donate their
an appointment for the time and talents to do hair
April 3rd event. The open and make-up for some of
house will run from 10 the girls for free or at a
a.m. to 2 p.m.
reduced price," Davis said.
Qualifications
to
Karin
DavisThompson, SEW execu receive a dress are based
tive vice president, said on economic need as well
prom is a wonderful expe as other factors.
"We determine need
rience that no teenage girl

on a case-by-case basis,"
said Toni Boyd, SEW
President.
Boyd said that while
the organization does
attempt to use standard
income levels to determine
eligibility, they evaluate
each request individually.
"There are some stan
dard things we are looking
for," Boyd said. "Students
receiving free and reduced
lunch, girls growing up in
the foster care system, as
well as those living at or
below the State’s poverty
guidelines are usually eli
gible. But, we sometimes
consider other factors as
well."
For more information
on SEW including how to
make a clothing or mone
tary donation, e-mail the
organization at sewempower@mail2world.com
or visit their website:
http://pages.ivillage.eom/s
ewempower/

from front page
senters, also emphasized a
candidate must have re
sources such as money,
people and influence. It is
not only whom you know
but also who knows you.
However, the lives of both
the candidate and the peo
ple close to the candidate
must stand public scrutiny,
so people can be a detri
ment as well as an asset,
Ligon said.
The scrutiny for a can
didate for elected office is
so intense that USFSP po
litical science professor
Darryl Paulson said that a
candidate must recognize
that they will ran "in a
goldfish bowl" and that if
they have a secret, fear los
ing, or cannot tolerate criti
cism don't run.
Another factor in de
ciding to run is determining
the cost. Speakers agreed
the best way to figure that
was to look up the public
record of what the last can
didate spent to win election
for that position and as
sume the need to raise as
much or more if they ex
pect to win.
The expense of seeking
election means that a "criti
cal factor" was who would
write a check for your cam
paign, Ligon said. A candi
date must be prepared to
approach people directly
for money. In a small com
munity such as Pinellas
County "we want the
mountain at our front
door," if you can't get there
yourself you must have
someone suitable to repre
sent you because "you can
never have too much mon
ey in a campaign," Ligon
said. She added that hand
bills yard signs and flyers
all cost money.

Front Porch Seeks Community
Involvement-----------------------------ST. PETERSBURG The St. Petersburg Front
Porch
Revitalization
Council will be conducting
membership elections on
Thursday, April 1, 6:30
p.m., at the Wildwood Re
creation Center, located
1000 28th St. S.
The Front Porch Flor
ida Initiative is grassroots,
bottom-up approach to
community revitalization.
This initiative focuses on
families and empowers re
sidents to define and re
solve neighborhood prob
lems.
The mission of Front
Porch Fl-St. Petersburg is
to encourage and support
the citizens in their efforts
to identify and strengthen
existing community assets,
to empower citizens to im
prove their quality of life

through cooperation and
understanding and to im
plement and facilitate pro
grams which would assist
in meeting the needs of the
residents in the communi
ty
The Front Porch Revi
talization Council is a vol
unteer organization. Those
interested in serving their
community must be will
ing to do the following:
• Volunteer their time (
minimum of eight hours
monthly) to perform the
duties assigned to them
• Support the commu
nity’s goals
• Be a good public
steward of taxpayers dol
lars
• Be willing to work
with others in a positive
and professional manner
• Actively participate

in sweat equity projects
and motivate others to do
the same
• Keep their stakehold
ers informed of opportuni
ties
• Demonstrate and pro
mote a high level of ethics
• Be willing to leam
and celebrate this opportu
nity to make critical
changes
• Must be willing to
uphold the Front Porch
Mission and Statement of
Commitment
• Required to attend all
monthly meetings
• Actively participate
on at least (2) task commit
tees
The membership posi
tions available are: faithbased representatives (2);
at-large members (1); eld
erly representative (1);

The attendees listen on as one of the speakers provided information
on campaigning
All the presenters agreed that there is never
enough money and that
people like to be asked by
the candidate personally.
Political
consultant
Lonnie Donaldson said,
people "will contribute to a
candidate, not the party,"
and added that most of can
didates' time is spent rais
ing money.
Pinellas County School
Board member Mary
Brown said she had to beg
for money and that begging
went against everything
she was taught. "I
still
don't like it." The positive
side is that asking people
for money is asking them
to "trust and believe in
me," Brown said. She add
ed that winning an election
means beginning to cam
paign for the next one.
The difficulty in con
stantly raising money is
part of the reason why ad
vice is so important. Speak
ers emphasized that candi
dates could come to them
for advice.
Pinellas County Elec
tion Supervisor Deborah
Clark said her office offers
advice as well as help in
cluding voter research in
formation, assistance to
meet filing deadlines and
software that helps candi
dates comply with election
laws on campaign funds.

youth/families representa
tive (1); health care repre
sentative (1) education rep
resentative (1); Certified
Public Account (1); local
government representative
(1); one resident from each
of the six Front Porch
neighborhoods: Campbell
Park, Melrose/Mercy, Pal
metto Park, Perkins, 13th
Street Heights, and Wild
wood Heights.
Only residents residing
in the six Front Porch
neighborhoods may . nomi
nate from the floor, and
would be allowed to vote
at the election. Please
bring picture identifica
tion.
For additional infor
mation regarding Front
Porch and membership
elections, please call (727)
866-2589.

ST. PETERSBURG
(AP)- A l5-year-old boy
was fatally shot while
allegedly trying to steal a
car, police said.
Randall Carlton Gray,
19, was charged last week
with second-degree mur
der for the death of Devon
Michael Davis. Gray was
being held in the Pinellas
County Jail on $100,000

The truth is, a little et your time can make a lifetime
of difference, Because Wdk with something to do
are lm hkely to do drags, ¥«• can help. For more
information on drug prevention programs in your
community. call or visit:

1877 KIDS 313
www.youcanhelpkids.org

bail.
Police say Davis was
riding in a stolen Jeep with
a group of friends just
before midnight on March
20 when they pulled into
an apartment complex to
steal another car, St.
Petersburg
police
spokesman Bill Proffitt
said.
Gray, whose girlfriend

"She's a very
successful
-felaek- woman.*
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GET CA$H NOW!
QUICK CLOSINGS
MORTGAGE PAYMENTS BEHfND?/ APPROACHING FORECLOSURE?/ DIVORCE?
LOST YOUR JOB?/ DEATH IN THE FAMILY?/ LIENS ON YOUR HOUSE?/ NEED
SOMEONE TO TAKE OVER THE PAYMENTS?/ ANY SITUATION - NO PROBLEM!

CALL ANYTIME WE CAN HELP!
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there with another friend,
Proffitt said. They took the
Jeep to Lake Maggiore,
less than a mile away, and
drove it into the water.
Two of the youths
called police. The names of
Davis' friends, all juve
niles, were withheld by
police.

owned the car they target
ed, confronted Davis while
the teen was trying to steal
the car, Proffitt said. Davis
ran back to the Jeep and
climbed inside.
Gray fired one shot
from a 9mm handgun and
struck Davis in the head,
Proffitt said.
Davis' friends drove to
a dirt yard and left the teen

There Is A Reason To Read The Weekly Challenger!

'***%&-

off drugs?

help in targeting voters.
Clark said that her of
fice could supply specific
data including the names
and addresses of voters —
instead of people merely
registered to vote — as
well as "super-voters" who
she said were people who
voted in primaries where
the outcome did not matter,
such as the recent presiden
tial primary where the can
didates were already decid
ed.
The reason targeting is
important is that you don't
want to waste time or mon
ey on non-voters many of
the speakers emphasized.
Jade Moore, the execu
tive director for the Pi
nellas Classroom Teachers
Association emphasized
the importance of being
prepared to lose, but said
that a candidate should "do
your homework" and run
for an office they could
win. Moore also empha
sized the importance of
candidate tailoring their
message to whoever they
approach for support. In
other words, a candidate
who supports school vou
chers should not approach
the teacher's association for
campaign contributions or
endorsements.
Brown said, "if you are
not sincere it will show.
Brown emphasized that she

was "interested in chil
dren," and said she didn't
care what political party
someone belongs to be
cause it is necessary "to
network" to help children.
Pinellas County Com
missioner Kenneth Welch
advised candidates not to
run if they could not "col
laborate for the higher
good of the community"
once they won office.
The event was non-par*
tisan. Representatives for
both the Pinellas County
Democrats and Republi
cans were present. They
were Gail Hebert, the vice
chairperson for the Repub
lican Party, and Kevin
Jensen, the chairperson for
the Democratic Party.
Participant
Marvin
Coleman works with youth
and thought it was an ex
cellent program, but wish
ed there had been more
"youth 18 to 24 that they
want to introduce to the
political process."
AAVREC has accom
plished many things, two
of which are: They led the
initiative for a nationwide
search for the new school
superintendent — the final
ist is Ralph Wilcox who
currently heads the East
Baton Rouge, Louisiana
school district. The organi
zation also led efforts for
single-member districts for
County Commission.
Participating AAVREC
members included Vyrle
Davis, chairman, who gave
an opening address, and
Abdul Ali, vice-chairman,
and Fenn Ellerly, commit
tee chairman, who co
presided. After the event
Davis said, "it looks like
we may have five or six
people interested in run
ning for office."

Man Charged in Death of Teen
Trying to Steal Car------------------

READ THE CHALLENGER ON THE WEB:
www.theweeklychaUenger.coin

how can you keep

Paulson, who listed the
do's along with the don'ts
of campaigning, said an
other don't for candidates is
to surround themselves
with people who only agree
with them. A candidate
needs a "devil's advocate"
who can give them "the
straight and skinny" on
what to do. The most com
mon problem for a candi
date is that they don't see
"the clear picture," Paulson
said.
Other critical do's in
clude articulating the is
sues, explaining why peo
ple should vote for you and
using a stopwatch to devel
op the habit of answering
questions concisely in sev
en-seconds, because of the
reality of limited-time in
TV sound-bites, Paulson
said.
The good news is that
many races — including
over half the legislative
races in Florida -— have no
competitor, Paulson said
and added that there is a
"need to find more people
willing to run."
Because money is so
short a candidate cannot
afford to waste any. Brown
said that during her suc
cessful campaign she could
not afford to spend 40cents to mail campaign lit
erature to every household.
She turned to Clark for

5
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EDUCATION
Students From MayO, Rockville Schools
Take Top Honors in Black-History
Contest--------------------------------

Objection to Whites-Only Scholarship
Brings Turmoil to Normally Sleepy
American College Campus--------------—

Jason Mattera, presi
dent of the College
Republicans at Roger
Williams University.
by Michael Mello
BRISTOL,
Rhode
Island (AP) - On the sleepy
coastal campus of Roger
Williams University, a
small liberal arts school
unaccustomed to student
activism, the College
Republicans are reveling in
the debate they've kicked
up by offering a scholar
ship for whites only.
The $250 award which required an essay on
“why you are proud of your
white heritage” and a
recent picture to “confirm
whiteness” - has invited the
wrath of everyone from
minority groups and school
officials to the chairman of
the Republican National
Committee himself.
Jason Mattera, a thirdyear student who started
the conservative campus
group in his first year, said
kindling debate over free

speech and affirmative
action was just what he
wanted - and he promises
more.
“We did our job,” said
Mattera, 20, of Brooklyn,
New York. “This is what
college is all about,- chal
lenging the status quo.”
They did such a good
job that school President
Roy Nirschel, who has
clashed with the group
before, cut short a trip to
Vietnam last month to
begin what he called “a
healing process” - includ
ing forming a commission
on civil discourse.
The 35-member group
first went toe-to-toe with
university administration

Signs protesting the College Republicans' whitesonly scholarship
last year over a series of
monthly newsletter articles
accusing homosexuals of
squelching free speech by
pushing for hate-crimes
legislation. The articles
alleged that a well-known
gay-rights group indoctri
nates students into homo
sexual sex.
The
administration
froze
the
College
Republicans' money for
two days. Nirschel said in
turn, he received threaten
ing letters claiming he was
suppressing the group.
Then another article
critical of Kwanzaa, which
celebrates the history and
heritage of Africa, sparked
a complaint by a multicul
tural student group.
Before the Student
Senate had a chance to deal
with that issue, the College
Republicans came up with
the whites-only scholar
ship.
The application for the
$250 award required an
essay on “why you are
proud of your white her
itage” and a recent picture
to “confirm ’whiteness.”
“Evidence of bleaching
will disqualify applicants,”
read the application.
Mattera, who is of
Puerto Rican descent, said
the scholarship was a paro
dy of minority scholar

ships. Mattera himself was
awarded a $5,000 scholar
ship from the Hispanic
College Fund, he said.
“Those who come
from white (descent) are
left to find scholarships on
their own,” Mattera said.
The whites-only schol
arship generated national
publicity, which angered
university officials and
many students who worried
their school was being
labeled as racist. Minorities
make up fewer than 10 per
cent of the 3,400 full-time
undergraduates.
Some minorities on
campus, like Maria Ahmed,
a 20-year-old third-year
student from Providence,
felt targeted.
“At first it was about
the newspaper, just about
every issue they were bash
ing some small minority
group,” said Ahmed, whose
parents were bom in
Nigeria. “It's hard being a
minority on campus, and it
felt like (they) were direct
ly talking about you.”
The scholarship was
criticized by the state
Republican Party and Ed
Gillespie, chairman of the
Republican
National
Committee. In a Feb. 17

MAKE
THE
SMART
MOVE

McCall s family
RESTAURANT

letter to Mattera, Gillespie
said the scholarship con
veys a “message of exclu
sion” that doesn't represent
the party's values. He sus
pended the group's right to
use the party's symbols.
Nirschel, who says he's
eager to attract more
minority students and fac
ulty members, called the
scholarship “repugnant”
and convened a town meet
ing on campus he said
attracted more than 500
people.
The meeting, he said,
was the first of its kind in
the university's history.
His commission on
civil discourse includes
faculty and student mem
bers and has already decid
ed to organize a debate
team and create a journal.
“This has caused me to
redouble our efforts to
make the campus open,”
Nirschel said.
Mattera's cause has
seen plenty of support, too.
Increased donations
raised the scholarship,
which was initially only
supposed to be for $50, to
$250. The American Civil
Liberties Union backed the
group's right to free speech
after the Student Senate
considered taking away its
funding after the scholar
ship was awarded to Adam
Noska, a 21-year-old stu
dent. The Senate set aside
the issue.
Some students just
liked the idea of a whitesonly scholarship.
“Nothing gets to me.
more than affirmative
action,”
said
Jamie
Pattison, 19, a second-year
student. “People want
handouts.”
Despite initial plans to
make the scholarship annu
al, Mattera said it won't be
offered next year.
“We'll continue to fight
affirmative action ... but I
think I made the point,” he
said.

Charles Christian
COLLEGE
PARK,
Md. (AP)- Students from
Mayo Elementary and
Redland Middle schools
aced a game-show style
black history quiz to take
top honors in the champi-

Elementary in Howard
County took third place.
Patuxent
Valley
Middle School in Howard
County captured second
place in the middle school
contest, while Beltsville
Academic Center in Prince
George's County took
third.
"If the students get a
more complete picture of
American history, leam
about teamwork, and
develop study skills, then
truly each is a winner,"
Christian said.

them hope. You can't have
a future unless you under
stand your past."
Students from Mayo
Elementary
in
Anne
Arundel
County
and
Redland
Middle
in
Montgomery
County
received $300 for winning
the competition. Students
on second-place teams
took home $200 each, and
$100 went to the students
on teams in third place.
In the elementary
school
competition,
Beltsville
Academic
Center in Prince George's
County came in second
and
Forest
Ridge

Scholarship Available Through USF’s
Executive MBA Program—-----------------TAMPA
- The
University of South Florida
College of Business is
offering a full executive
MBA scholarship ($32,000
value) to a qualified full
time employee of a Tampa
Bay area nonprofit. (
Applicants must:
• Have at least 5 years pro
fessional experience
• GMAT score of 500+
• 3.0 undergraduate GPA
• Work full-time at a Tampa
Bay area nonprofit
• Be willing to commit to

an additional three years
employment in the non
profit sector
"This is a wonderful
way for the College of
Business to give back to
the community," said
Susan S. Klein, EMBA
program director.
This is the fifth year
the scholarship has been
offered. Past scholarship
recipients include Karleen
Kos, executive vice presi
dent and chief operating
officer of Metropolitan

ed. Not just in the areas of

Ministries.
"The feeling of receiv
ing the scholarship is inde
scribable," Kos said. "The
ability to be armed with the
skills to change people’s
lives is priceless."
Scott Gaedtke was last
year’s recipient. Gaedtke is
vice president of business
enterprises
for
the
MacDonald
Training
Center, Inc.
"This program has
challenged me in ways I
could never have anticipat-

time and effort, but more
important, it challenged me
to reevaluate my views,
values

and

Gaedtke

abilities,"

said.

"I

have

learned to use my strengths
and address my weakness
es."

The deadline to apply
is May 31. For more infor
mation, visit the Web site at
emba.usf.edu or contact
Susan S. Klein at (813)
974-2626.

Registration Under Way for IT Students
At Midtown Center—-------------------- ——
ST. PETERSBURG St. Petersburg College
Midtown
Achievement
Center is on the move with
its
new
Information
Technology
Readiness
Academy. The IT Academy
is designed to educate dis
advantaged students or dis
located workers in the
Midtown area. Students
will earn credits toward a
Certificate or an Associate
in Science degree in a tech
nical field while working in
small groups at a conven-

ient location.
Students
in
the
Academy will explore IT
careers and receive insight
ful knowledge on how to
achieve
their
goals.
Students also will be
exposed to professional
business people from the
community and leam the
secrets to their success.
Classes will be held at the
St. Petersburg College
Midtown
Achievement
Center Monday through
Friday beginning May 24.

Students will have
access to fully equipped
computer labs as well as
tutoring. The IT Academy
also will provide weekly
seminars for students in
areas such as dressing for
success, preparing for an
interview and goal setting.
A full-time coordinator will
be available onsite for
questions.
Program highlights
• Mentoring Program
• Assistance in locating
services (health care, child-

care, etc.)
• Guest speakers from loci
businesses
• Visits to businesses th«
hire people with technolc
gy skills
• Assistance with registrc
tion and financial aid appl
cations
For information, cor
tact Keron Jean-Baptist
(727) 522-2280 or (72'i
394-6130.

SUZUKI VS. TOYOTA
Oom pare the two and make the Smart Move!
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963 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 328-1800

onship match of the
Maryland State Black Saga
contest.
More than 400 stu
dents from 48 elementary
and middle schools com
peted in the event, which
began in 1992 at Beltsville
Academic Center.
The program is the
brainchild of University of
Maryland social geography
professor , who wanted to
test students' knowledge of
African-American history
dating back to the early
slave trade.
"We're
anchoring
these children, to a past,"
Christian said. "It gives

2004 Forenza S
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2004 vitara

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Mon thru Wed - 6:00am to 3:00pm

14k-

Thu-Sat 6:00am to 10:00pm • Sun 7:00am to 5:00pm

■
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BREAKFAST - until 10:30am
$2.00 2 eggs, grits, bacon or sausage
$2.50 Bacon/Sausage, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit/toast

tmsu^VBHei
Comf>leteCo«ferison

$3.50 Bacon/Ham/Links, 2 eggs, grits, biscuit

MSRP Including Freight

2004 Suzuki Verona

2004 Toyota Camry
XLE

$19,999

2004 Sltauki Forenza S

$22,780

$4.99 BBQ/Baked Chicken

$7.99

Powertrain Limited Warranty

Ox Tails

100,000 mile/7 year
Transferable, $0 Deductible

60,000 mile/ 5 year
Transferable, $0 Deductible

2.5-L 24-valve OOHC L-6

2 4-L 16-valve DOHC L-4
157/162

$4.99

Meat Loaf

Engine

$4.99 Liver & Onions

$4.99

Turkey Wings

Horsepower (hp)/Torque (lb.-ft)

155/177

Power Sensitive Power Steering

Standard

Four Wheel Disc Brakes/
AntI-lock Brake System

DINNER -1 entree with 3 sides
$5.99 Spaghetti Dinner

$5.99

Assorted entree

SALAD BAR - $2.49
Potato Salad

Fruit SaIad

Meat Pasta

Bacon Bits

$14,085

100,000 mile/ 7 year
Transferable, $0 Deduchble

60,000 mile/5 year
Transferable, $0 Deductible

Standard

2004 Suzuki Vitara V6

2004 Toyota RAV4

4-Door 2WD

8ase2WD

$16,799

I

i

Powertrain Limited Warranty

$10,890

100,000 mile/7 year

60,000 mile/5 year

2.5-L 24-valve DOHC V6

2 4-L 16-valve DOHC L-4

Horsepower (hp)/Torque (lb>ft)

165/162

161/165

Zero maintenance Timing Chain

Standard

—

Mediaottal

Engine

Standard/ Standard

;

MSRP Including Freight

WONt:

2.0-L 16-valve DOHC L-4

1.8-L 16-valve DOHC L-4

Horsepower (hp)/ Torque (lb.-ft)

126/131

130/125

Four Wheel Disc Brakes

Standard

Front Disc/ Rear Drum

15”

15’
Standard

Engine

Standard

Standard

Option

firiwto

Aluminum Alloy

Steel

Wheels

Daytime Running bghts

Standard

StanrM

Daytime Running Lights

Standard

Front Fog Lamps

Standard

Standard

1 ntegrated Window Antenna

Standard

Heated Outside RearvIew Mirrors

Standard

Standard

Heated Outside Rearview Mirrors.

Standard

Air Conditioning/ Automatic Climate Control

Standard Standard

Standard/Standard

In-dash CO Changer/ Cassette/ 6 Speakers

Standard/Standard/Standard

Standard/Standard/Standard

Air Conditioning

Standard

Standard

Electronic Auto-dimming Rearview Mirror

Standard

Standard

Carpeted Roor Mats

Standard

Steering Wheel Integrated Audio Controls

Standard/ Standard/ Standard

Standard/4 Speakers/-

Power Windows/ Locks/ Mirrors

Standard/ Standard/ Standard

Manual/ Option/Standard

Standard

4-way

Wheels

Sliced Peaches

$12,999

Complete Comparison

Iffechanlcal

Exterior
Power Sunroof

Tossed Salad

Standard/'Standard

r

CE

Wtirdnti
Powertrain Limited Warranty

MxIaniEal

$4.99 Pork Chops

2004 Toyota Carolla

S
MSRP Including Freight

warranty

LUNCH -1 entree with 2 sides

2004 Suzuki Forenza

Ladder-type Frame

Standard

Uni-body

Standard

Standard

Erterinr
16 Styled Steel Wheels

-

Interior

** FREE DINNER ** FREE DINNER ** FREE DINNER
Bring this Ad and a companion to the Restaurant before
5:00 pm, 3-28-04. If your companion purchases at Ieast
a $5.99 dinner, you will receive a $5.99 dinner FREE.

S leather Seating Surfaces
Heated Front Seats
Leather Wrapped Steenng Wheel/ Stutter

HAMBURGERS (Dressed all the way)
$1.99 Regular Burger

$2.99 Burger Combo

$2.49 Cheeseburger

$3.49 Cheeseburger Combo

$2.99 Fish Sandwich

$2.49 Chicken Sandwich

’ Option

Standard

Standard

Standard

Option

Standard/Standard

NA/NA

Outside Temperature Display

Standard

Standard

Rear Seat Center Head Rest-amt

Standard

NA

Measurements

In-dash CD Player/8 Speakers

Interior

8-way Adjustable Driver Seat
Front/ Rear Armrests

Standard/ Standard

Carpeted Roor Mats

Standard

Rear Seat Center Head Restraint

Standard

Passenger Volume (cu.-ft)

102.0

101.7

Measurements

Cargo Volume

37.8

378

Passenger Volume (cu.-ft)

$6.99 Seafood PIatter

,

$5.99 Baked Fish Dinner
$5.99 Jambalaya

|

DESSERTS
I Cheese Cake (slice)

DRINKS
$2.00

Peach Cobbler (cup)

$2.00

BottIe Water $1.00 _

Pie (SIice)

$1.50

Lemonade

$2.00

Fruit Punch $1.25 ■

■ Cake (sIice)
lav

■

■

i

Coffee

$0.50 1
$1.25

SUZUKi

CROWNS:;
U.S. 19 & 54th Ave. N. • St. Petersburg

OPEN
SUNDAYS
‘Tax, tag & title not included. Offers not available with ASMC incentivized financing.

■

KIBHH

■

ntH

Keyless Remote Entry

95.1

SEAFOOD FRIDAY
■ $0.49 Corn-on-cob

-A
Standard

90.3

V ■■ M ■■ ■
I
I
I
I

Present this coupon at the time of purchase and
you can buy any new Suzuki in stock fSr

$200 BELOW FACTORY INVOICE
Invoice shown upon request

a

.
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AFRICAN AMERICANS AND OBESITY
What’s Keeping You From Being Fit
and Fabulous in ‘04?
7 Comebacks to

Common Excuses

"I’m too tired."
"I
don’t have time." "I can’t
Find a babysitter." Sound
familiar?
As we ease into
Spring, sistas have a few
challenges when it comes
to health and fitness.
Right now, nearly 70 per
cent of African Anierican
women are overweight or
obese. And a recent survey
by the American Council
on Exercise (ACE) found
that 92 percent of Black
women do not work out
regularly. It’s time to make
a change and get serious
about improving your
health. So, when you hear
yourself making those
same, old, tired excuses,
keep these comebacks in
mind:
I’m too tired.

You won’t be after
wards. Regular physical
activity not only helps you
feel great, but will energize
you. It may be hard to stick
to the routine at first, but
once you begin to exercise
regularly^ you’ll realize the
pros far Outweigh your ini
tial reasons for not being
active.
£ I’m too busy.

What’s more important
than your health? If time is
a factor, try doing 10 min-

BMW
utes of physical activity
three times a day, or plan
ning activities that get your
family moving like a softball game, biking or a walk
through the zoo. Finding
time for activity today may
also help you avoid dis
eases tomorrow, like type 2
diabetes, high blood pres
sure, heart disease, stroke,
and some forms of cancer.

Add a little flavor to
healthier foods by using
herbs, spices, lemon, lime
or vinegar.
For baked
potatoes, add salsa, low-fat
sour cream or garlic for a
different twist and for the
old standard - collard
greens - cook with onions,
garlic, chicken broth or
smoked turkey, turkey
bacon or turkey ham.
I work long days and
often have to eat after
8 p.m.

Strive for balance. It’s
how much you eat during
the whole day and how
much exercise you get that
determines if you gain or
lose weight. Most women
I just don’t feel like it.
need to eat about 1,600
Call a friend. If you calories per day, with no
don’t like to exercise more than 30 percent alone, bring friends togeth about 480 calories - from
er to walk, jog, or bike; total fat. Balance your
take a class together at a fneals throughout the day.
nearby community or fit If you have a high fat or
ness center. If you still high-calorie breakfast or
can’t convince a buddy to < lunch, make sure you eat a
join you, try taking a class low-fat dinner.
I’m always on the go and
like dance or yoga.
I don’t like the way
healthy foods taste,

often have to eat fast
j

Spice ‘em up. While
fried foods and fatty meats
may taste good, they put
too much saturated fat into
your diet if you eat them
often or in large amounts.

foods.

Choose wisely. With a
little know-how, fast food
can be a part of a healthy
weight-loss
program.
Choose salads and grilled
foods instead of fried

foods, which are high in fat
and calories, and only use
high-fat, high-calorie top
pings in small amounts.
Don’t supersize! If you do
order fried foods like
french fries; try to split an
order with a friend or order
a smaller portion.
My hair will be ruined.

Find a style that works.
If you don’t exercise
because it will ruin your
hairstyle, consider wearing
a natural style that holds up
to frequent shampoos, like
braids, twists or locks. If
natural isn’t your thing, try
a short haircut that’s easy
to wash and wear or a style
that you can pull back with
a headband or scrunchie.
Whatever you do, don’t let
you hair keep you from a
fitness program.
Sisters
Together:
Move More, Eat Better is a
program that encourages
Black women to maintain
healthier lifestyles by
becoming more active and
eating healthy foods. For
more health tips, you may
order free copies of Sisters
Together publications by
visiting www.niddk.nih.
gov/health/nutrit/nutrit.ht
m or calling 1-877-9464627.

African American Obesity And
Overweight Reach Epidemic Levels
And Raises Concerns About The State
Of African American Health —------- ------

CALIFORNIA
(BLACK PR WIRE)(BUSINESS WIRE) - Facts on
African American health,
shopping habits, and access
to retail outlets were an
nounced at a Black History
Month celebration led by
the East Oakland Faith De
liverance Center, a partner
of the California African
American 5 a Day Cam
paign. The new research
results showed that 65 per
cent of African Americans
are overweight or obese,
which can lead to higher
risk of death for heart dis
ease, cancer, stroke, and

type 2 diabetes.
"Based on these alarm
ing statistics, it's more
important now thah ever
that African Americans
start confronting these seri
ous health concerns," said
Shene Bowie, Oakland
spokesperson for the state
wide African American 5 a
Day Campaign Advisory
Council. "Sixty-five per
cent of African Americans
being overweight or obese
is disturbing. We need to
start making changes now
if we want to see our com
munity succeed and sur
vive."

"This successful col
Also discussed was the
growing concern of access laboration between public
and affordability to fresh health officials, retailers,
fruits and vegetables. The faith-based leaders and
African American 5 a Day community organizations
Campaign, in conjunction demonstrates the type of
with thp Alameda County solutions that can make a
Diabetes Work Group, was difference in improving the
joined at the Black History health of African Amer
said
Valarie
Month Celebration by A- icans,"
mani Gazzali from Gaz- Scruggs, marketing manag
zali's Supermarket, a soon- er for the California Afri
to-be-opened grocery store can American 5 a Day
that has pledged to East Campaign.
Oakland health officials to
keep quality fruits and veg
etables at affordable prices,
a rarity in low-income
areas such as East Oakland.
According to a docu
ment just released about
access and affordability to
supermarkets and fresh
fruit and vegetables in lowincome areas, there are 30
percent fewer supermarkets
in low-income areas than in
higher-income areas. Also,
when compared to their
suburban counterparts, in
ner-city residents face dif
ferent food shopping envi
ronments, as demonstrated
by higher prices, fewer
choices, and more focus on
tobacco sales, alcohol, and
foods with low nutritional
value.
"Gazzali's will be an
important and essential ad
dition to East Oakland,"
said Alameda County Su
pervisor Nate Miley. "With
healthier food alternatives
available, such as fresh
fruit and vegetables, the
African American commu
nity can start making heal
thy and productive changes
in their lives. This store
will be a really positive ad
dition to our community."

TV Shows Aimed at Blacks Carry
More Junk-Food Ads --------------------NEW YORK (Reuters
Health) - Prime-time tele
vision shows with predom
inantly black characters
include more junk-food
advertising and overweight
actors than the rest of
prime-time TV, according
to new study findings.
Considering that Afri
can Americans are known
to watch more television
and have higher rates of
obesity than the general
population—and that televi
sion watching has been
linked to obesity in various
studies—the current find
ings suggest that television
viewing among blacks may
contribute to their higher
obesity rates, according to
the researchers.
"The content of televi
sion, both in its portrayal of
overweight characters and
in its advertising, may pro
mote obesity particularly
among African Americans,
who are already at higher
risk than whites," Dr. Anjali Jain of the University
of Chicago Children's
Hospital in Illinois told
Reuters Health.
She added: "You may
ask-which comes first, the
demand for the programs
and products, or the sup
ply? And I think it is both.
They act together, but
demands and stereotypes
can be both created and
perpetuated by the right
package."
Previous study find
ings show that AfricanAmerican
households
watch about 75 hours of
television each week - 23
hours more than the aver
age American household -

watched
and that they are more like those . who
"Frasier,"
ly to watch shows with a "Friends,"
predominantly African- "Jesse" and "Stark Raving
Mad," they report in the
American casts.
Further, 27% of Afri American Journal of Public
can Americans are known Health.
However, viewers of
to be obese, in comparison
predominantly
black
to 19% of the general pop
prime-time shows saw an
ulation.
Jain and co-author Ma- average five food commer
nasi A. Tirodkar compared cials per half-hour show,
how food was portrayed while general prime-time
during the fall 1999 televi show viewers saw only
sion season on four of the about three such commer
most popular sitcoms cials.
among black viewers and
About 30% of com
on four general prime-time mercials aimed at either au
dience were advertisements
favorites.
They looked for epi for fast food, study find
sodes in which actors men ings indicate.
But while 30% of com
tioned food and drinks or in
which food and drinks ap mercials featured during.
peared on the screen, and black prime time were for
classified commercials ac candy and chocolate, and
cording to the foods - in 13% were for soda, the
cluding candy, soda or same was true for only
juice - that were advertised. 14% and 2% of commer
Altogether, the researchers cials that aired during gen
found that people who eral prime time.
None of the commer
watched "Moesha," "Mal
colm and Eddie," "Jamie cials during black prime
Foxx" and "The Parkers" time shows advertised al
saw as many episodes fea coholic drinks, while near
turing food and drink as ly 20% of commercials

The California African
American 5 a Day Cam
paign empowers Califor
nians to consume 5 to 9
servings of fruits and veg
etables every day and to be
physically active at least 30
minutes a day for adults
and 60 minutes a day for
children through faithbased outreach, community

education, advocacy and
policy development that
promote the benefits of
healthy eating and physical
activity from a cultural per
spective. The California
African American 5 a Day
Campaign is a part of the
California Nutrition Net
work for Healthy, Active
Families (Network). The

Mo’Nique (Nikki Parker) and Countess Vaughn
(Kim Parker) are the stars of “The Parkers”

Network, administered in
part through the Public
Health Institute, employs a
broad-based, social mar
keting campaign to encour
age healthy eating and phy
sical activity. Funded by
the U.S. Department of
Agriculture Food Stamp
Program, the Network
urges low-income working

during general prime time
did.
Jain and Tirodkar say
they cannot conclude that
the food advertisements
aired during black prime
time are directly related to
the higher rates of obesity
among African Americans.
Many other factors con
tribute to weight gain, they
write.
In other findings, black
actors were more likely to
be overweight than actors
on general prime-time
shows.
"On comedy shows, in
particular, it perpetuates
one stereotype of African
Americans that has long
existed in television, that
is, of the humorous over
weight black character this cannot represent the
depth and breadth of Afri-,
can Americans or their
experiences," Jain said.
While the overweight
stars may make obesity
more .acceptable among
black viewers, and reduce
some its associated social
and psychological stigma,
the positive portrayal of
obese characters "also
could diminish the recogni
tion of adverse health con
sequences related to obesity," according to Jain and
Tirodkar.
Black prime-time ac
tors also tended to be
younger, which suggests
their audience is also
younger and "especially
susceptible to advertising
influences," the researchers
add.

families to get the recom
mended five to nine daily
servings of fruits and veg
etables by taking advantage
of federal nutrition assis
tance programs. For more
inforhiation, please call 1888-EAT-FIVE or visit
www.ca5aday.com.

Your Hospice

When They’re Needed Most
We have a long v/ay to go. So let us
hasten along the road, the road of
human tenderness and generosity.
Groping, vve may find one another's
hands in the dark.
- Emily Green Balch
1946 Nobel Peace Laureate

OF THE FLORIDA SUNCOAST

Comfort Compassion & Community

(727) 586-4432 • www.thehospice.org
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STATE NEWS
Florida Juvenile Justice Agency
Reeling, Looking for Answers—
bv Hilary Roxe
Associated Press Writer
TALLAHASSEE, Ra.
(AP) - A sign on state Rep.
Gus Barreiro's office wall
indicates what he sees as
the future of Florida's juve
nile justice system: "Treat
every child like your own."
It's a quote from the
interim leader of the state
system, and Barreiro said
it's the first time he's heard
the word "child" used by
the department in any offi
cial sense.
“Inmate,
client,
detainee - never child, or
kid, or youth," said
Barreiro, R-Miami Beach,
who heads a House com
mittee investigating the
state's juvenile detention
facilities. “I think it marks
a change."
The Department of Ju
venile Justice isn't doing
much celebrating as it
nears its 10-year anniver
sary. Instead,. it's reeling
from a series of troubling
events that include two
inmate deaths, allegations
of sex between guards and
locked-up girls, excessive
force when restraining children and falsified incident
reports.
Interim Secretary C.
George Denman boasts of
agency successes - juvenile
delinquency is down 3.5
j percent since 1998 despite
• a growth in teen popula
tion, and youth felonies are
down 12 percent over that
span. And he said 86 per
cent of kids discharged
from the agency's preven
tion programs have stayed
out of trouble.
But when Denman
started as a temporary re
placement for William G.
“Bill" Bankhead, who be
gan a medical leave last
month, about 3,000 pages
of grand jury reports, audi
tors' evaluations and other
papers detailing depart
ment problems were wait
ing on his desk.
The agency, Denman
acknowledged, is "not
doing well."
The tragedy that drew
critical attention from all
directions was the death of
17-year-old Omar Paisley
at the Miami-Dade County

State Rep. Gus Barreiro
detention center last June.
managers were pushed out,
Paisley, who was jailed and 18 other agency work
for slashing a neighbor ers were suspended or quit.
And like the fallout,
with a soda can, died of a
burst appendix. For three the list of problems contin
days center workers ig ues to grow.
nored his pleas for medical
Another detainee, Dan
attention, until a guard ny Matthews, 17, died in a
found him balled up on the jailyard fight with a rival at
floor, holding his stomach. a Pinellas County center in
His clothes and cell were May, and guards at a once
covered in urine and diar heralded prison for girls in
rhea.
West Palm Beach faced
By the time para allegations of having inap
medics arrived, Paisley propriate sexual relation
was dead.
ships with the detainees,
His death spurred before or after they were
Barreiro to convene a se released. Questions have
lect legislative committee also arisen about how
to investigate all aspects of department workers - many
the juvenile justice depart who claim poor workplace
ment, which is responsible morale - report problems.
for about 9,000 juveniles.
The Inspector Gener
Hearings began late last al's office received 45 alle
year, and Barreiro chided gations last year of falsified
agency leaders for suggest agency documents; of
ing changes that - if previ those, 17 proved true, 12
ously implemented - proba unsubstantiated, and 16
bly would have saved the were inconclusive or are
teen's life.
still pending.
.“The callousness, the
Now the office is in
coldness, the indifference, vestigating if guards at the
it kept coming across and jail where Paisley died lied
across and across and about how they handled
across," Barreiro said. “I. another, inmate's suicide
never saw any outrage by attempts. And the agency
anybody in the Department waited a month before
of Juvenile Justice, and investigating a Palm Beach
that's something that really County incident where an
upset me."
11-year-old detainee's wrist
The two nurses who was broken by a guard.
allegedly failed . to treat
“There are so many
Paisley are facing murder close calls that we're not
charges. The two highest even talking about," Bar
ranking officials at the reiro said. “It could go on
department - Bankhead and forever. I think that's why
Deputy Secretary Frank it's so important to do a
Alarcon - are on extended complete overhaul of the
leaves, three upper level . system."

The department was
created in October 1994,
peeled off the same agency
that spawned Florida's
chronically troubled De
partment of Children &
Families, after a string of
violent attacks on foreign
tourists gave the state a
global reputation for vio
lent young thugs.
The juvenile justice
agency has recently added
more cameras, phones and
better intercoms to its cen
ters, but Denman said the
real changes have to be in
the agency's culture - par
ticularly in the way it trains
workers.
Solving the problems
is a big task, even for the
5,000-worker agency with
a $624 million budget.
Gov. Jeb Bush has suggest
ed adding more money to
the department's budget,
using part of a $1.1 billion
boost in the estimate of this
year's tax collections, but
Denman isn't citing underfunding as justification for
the department's woes.
“It would be nice if
throwing money would
solve our problems," he
said. “I think that our
money is OK. I think we
need to use our resources a
little better."
He doesn't use staffing
shortages as an excuse
either. The Miami center
where Paisley died had
enough staff, he said, but
none of up to 30 workers
who came in contact with
the teen over his three tor
turous days made an effort
to get him proper medical
attention.
Outside the system,
many say it's time for the
agency to mm its attention
to preventive and rehabili
tative programs. Pastor
Anthony Dawkins, who
runs Project Hope, a pro
gram for at-risk youths in
Miami, said those pro
grams are more important
than top-level changes.
“The Omar Paisley
case is more of a case of
executing people at the
administrative
level,"
Dawkins said. “I still think
the need at the graSs-roqts
level hasn't been met."

One-Third of SFWMD Work Order
Contracts Go to Minority Engineering
Firms------- ------------------------ ---------------BROOKSVILLE
The South Florida Water
Management District Gov
erning Board (SFWMD)
recently approved 18 work
order contracts for engi
neering services with 16
different firms, underscor
ing the agency’s commit
ment to both the efficient
and timely completion of
large capital projects, and
to increasing minority busi
ness participation.
Five of the approved
prime contractors are
Minority
Business
Enterprise (MBE)-owned

trouble and stuff. I don't
understand it," she said.
She said Terry and
some of his friends were at

a club when they fought
with some other youths.
Another car was hit in
the shooting, but there

VISIT OUR LIQUOR STORE

Enjoy these special
values, available
this week only!
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oorit ynu un buy7 In fed, sore aits $ Lean (>ener?fer pork are up to
■ 98% fat free The best two ,s
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tracts in more than one cat
egory.
“We are following a
similar process for the
engineering-related servic
es needed for Everglades
and other environmental
projects - specifically
structural, mechanical and
modeling expertise,” said
Dean. “We expect to take
recommendations for those
work order contracts to our
Governing Board in May.”

which provides us with the
engineering services need
ed to move forward with
critical upgrades to South
Florida’s regional flood
control system.”
In response to the for
mal solicitation, the Dis
trict received a total of 81
proposals. Six firms were
selected for work order
contracts within each of the
three different types of en
gineering services request
ed: civil structural, electri
cal mechanical and envi
ronmental
engineering.
Two firms received con-
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Teenage Boy Dies in Shooting on
Interstate 95 in Jacksonville-—JACKSONVILLE,
Fla. (AP) - Police said they
have no motive and no sus
pects in the death of a 15year-old boy who was rid
ing in a truck on Interstate
95 when the driver of
another vehicle shot him.
Terry Jones was travel
ing with other teenagers on
the highway about 12:30
a’ml Sunday when a red
truck or sport utility vehi
cle pulled beside them and
tfie driver opened fire,
shooting several times, po
lice said
Jones, a student at Ed
White High School, was
taken to Shands Jackson
ville hospital, but died.
His mother, Willie May
Jones, said a doctor told her
Terry had been shot in the
heart.
“Terry wasn't a bad
kid. He got into a little

companies and all of the
others include 30% or more
minority participation some committing as much
as 50%.
The District has insti
tuted a number of improve
ments to streamline the
contracting process and to
spread the work to more
vendors. “We are pleased
that our efforts to change
the way we do business are
making a real difference,”
said Executive Director
Henry Dean. “We had a
tremendous response to
this particular solicitation,

€kk»keo

CHOKE

were no injuries, said Ken
Jefferson, a spokesman for
the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office.

Idaho Russel
Potatoes
5 lb ?og- U.S fc

Criminal Justice Forum

Sort Tfesee

The talk show Rush should have listened to.

Saturday 12:05pm

Dealing with the System
People in Crisis
Women’s Issues
Netesce
Snadi Crodrars

Mental Health
Victim’s Rights
Drug War
Prison Issues
Ex-Offenders

Fresh Atlantic
Salmon Steaks

Beef
Bologna

fiyy; Cafe-Bofcgns

Substance Abuse
Families of Prisoners
1340 AM WTAN

1

in Pinellas

your

1350 AM & 1400 AM WZHR
in Pasco and New Tampa

Lenten meal!

t(pte» Paste Safes
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NATIONAL NEWS
Columbus Residents Race to Save
Fading Hotel Where B.B. King and
Ellington Played------------------- —------bv Lynda Edwards
Associated Press Writer
JACKSON, Miss. (AP)
- When Jim Crow laws
segregated
Columbus
blacks, they created a com
mercial district that was
glamorous as well as pros
perous.
Nightclubs and shops
bloomed around the Queen
City Hotel, where B.B.
King, Duke Ellington,
Louis Armstrong and Ella
Fitzgerald played the res
taurant downstairs and
slept upstairs.
When the owner could
n't repair the caving roof,
loyalists still packed the
restaurant nightly as rain
and birds whistled through
the eaves. The Mississippi
Heritage Trust put the
Queen on its list of 10 Most
Endangered sites in 2000.
The Mississippi Depart
ment of Archives and His
tory offered a $106,000
grant to save the Queen.
The money was never
spent. All that's left of the
Queen is a sliver of brick
facade propped against a
rubble mountain. The
Commercial
Dispatch
newspaper of Columbus
has reported that neighbor
hood churches raised
$1,000 to salvage the frag
ment.
As tourists throng Mis
sissippi's antebellum plan
tations for spring pilgrim
age, the Queen's fate poses
a compelling question. In a
state haUnted by history
that ranges from oppres
sion to glory, why is it so
hard to preserve black his
toric sites?
“The Queen City Hotel
points up a widespread
problem for black communities," said Ken P'Pool,

ing two blocks of store
fronts, into an entertain
ment district will draw
tourists downtown.
Money and love don't
win preservation battles.
Only the Mississippi Bur
eau of Buildings, Grounds
and Real Property Manage
ment could spend the
$106,000 grant to restore
the Queen. The same agen
cy oversees multimillion
dollar university and state
office construction proj
ects. A small $106,000
restoration can be lost in
the bureaucratic maze.
Almost two years
passed without any grant
money spent. Each time
Columbus voted to hire
contractors to buttress the
foundation, it seemed a
new windstorm blasted the
old hotel.
“Now it might be best,
and safer, to tear the last
wall down and build a
replica," said Columbus
architect Sam Kaye, whose
firm rehabilitates historic
buildings.
The state recently hired
Kaye to assess the Queen's
damage. The next step will
be for Columbus to decide
whether to fund a rehabili
tation or rebuilding.
“The love people feel
for a building is wrapped
up with touching the origi
nal boards and bricks so I
know my advice may not
be happy news," Kaye said.
“But visitors are coming to
Columbus to see AfricanAmerican history, not just
houses where wealthy
white landowners lived.
They'll come to the Queen
to honor the experiences,
not just for specific planks
or stones."

Duke Ellington
director of Mississippi's
Historic Preservation Divi
sion and a former Colum
bus resident.
“When we offered the
grant, the Queen's roof was
already destroyed and the
walls were fragile. We rely
on local activists to let us
know what needs saving.
Residents in black neighorhoods often don't recognize
that a building they walk
by every day is a historic
jewel until it's too late."
Built in 1914 by (blues
guitarist Robert Walker, the
Queen was a 2-story (frame
hotel with a brick veneer. It
had towering columns,
grand porches or Greek
Revival adornments like
Columbus's Civil War
mansions.
/
P'Pool said that Missis
sippi recently completed
$2.8 million worth of black

historic site projects.
“Most had no architec
tural significance yet they
have enormous cultural
significance," P'Pool ob
served.
There are other historic
sites that, despite modest
exteriors, bring the story of
black Mississippians to
life.
This year, the birth
place of late bluesman
Robert Johnson is on the 10
Most Endangered list. The
ramshackle cabin is over
grown with brambles and
flowering vines. P'Pool
believes tourists would trek
to the home of the bluesman who supposedly sold
his soul to the devil for
musical talent.
The city of Jackson
bets that a $12 million ren
ovation of a historic black
commercial strip, convert-

Oprah
continued on pg. 6

would not likely draw fines
if it was part of a clinical
discussion. On her show
Thursday, the talk maven
discussed with a contribu
tor to her O Magazine how
little parents know about

their children's sex lives.
Robert Hilliard, author
of “Dirty Discourse: Sex
and Indecency in American
Radio" pointed to another
Oprah show about “roman
tic relations." Hilliard said
the FCC noted in 2001 that
even sexual material offen
sive to some would not be

considered indecent if pre
sented in a clinical discus
sion.
“While the content was
similar to that of shock
jocks who discuss mastur
bation, the FCC stated that
the subject matter alone
does not constitute inde
cency," said Hilliard, an ex-

FCC official now at,^:
Boston's Emerson College. .
But Stem's sidekick?*
Robin Quivers noted:
“Those aren't doctors talk-^fging" on the Oprah show.
“It's hoopla," Stem J
agreed. “It's Oprah going,
woo..."

OutKast Wins Twice to Lead 18th
Soul Train Awards-------------------------LOS ANGELES (AP)
- OutKast's “Speakerboxx/The Love Below"
won two awards, including
R&B/soul or rap album of
the year, to lead the win
ners at the 18th annual Soul
Train Music Awards on
Saturday.
The Atlanta dtlo, who
won the Grammy last
month for best album of the
year, also scored , the
Michael Jackson Award for
best R&B/soul or rap
music video for “Hey Ya!"
. The awards, named
after the long-running tele
vision show, honor record
ing artists in R&B, hiphop, rap and gospel music.
They were held Saturday at
the International Cultural
Center.
OutKast was the lone
multiple-winner at the cer
emony hosted by Alicia
Keys and producer/songwriter Kenneth “Babyface"
Edmonds.
Soul crooner Luther
Vandross was the night's
sentimental choice, win-

Female: “Dangerously ift<3
Love," Beyonce.
R&B/Soul
Album,
Male: “Chocolate Factory," K
R. Kelly.
R&B/Soul
Album 4
Group, Band or Duo:*;
“Pandemonium," B2K.
R&B/Soul or Rap Al- Xbum of the Year: “Spea-^J

fg

kerboxx/The Love Below,
OutKast.
R&B/Soul or Rap New
Artist: “Right Thurr,"Si
Chingy.
R&B/Soul or Rap
Music Video: “Hey Ya,"
OutKast.
Gospel Album: “The:
Prince of Praise (Live at
CathedralV'fBt;
New Birth
Byron Cage.

OutKast
ning best R&B/soul single,
male for his “Dance With
My Father."
Vandross, recovering
from a debilitating stroke,
continued a victory streak
that saw him take home
four Grammy Awards and
four
NAACP
Image
Awards at ceremonies in
the past two months.
The Soul Train Music
Awards celebrates artists in
R&B, hip-hop, rap and
gospel music. The awards
are chosen by a group of
radio station professionals,
talent managers and per
formers.
Complete list of win
ners:

R&B/Soul
Single,
Female: “You Don't Know
My Name," Alicia Keys.
R&B/Soul
Single,
Male: “Dance With My
Father," Luther Vandross.
R&B/Soul
Single,
Group, Band or Duo: “Say
Yes," Floetry.
R&B/Soul
Album,

Nexus - Paul Mitchell
Design Essentials - Menders
Revlon - T.C.B. - Bantu

Hires

Hairstyling
3427 11th Avenue North
St, Petersburg, FL 33713
Telephone: 323-8649

The following

Professional Hair Care Products

DESIGNS

You Can Find These Products At These Locations:

CARLA'S I lAIK AnAlK

I

WAVEJi
BYDESlGNr

321-6802

ZA-L AVAR'S

Toial PEurnt

tk),\

121-5545

Today's Hah<

j'ORKEL's

323-9445

Angeia's Hair Saiari
M1-4840
C & C Hair lit skin
1
447-3090

321-1930

(enter Stage Unisex Salon

I IAIK DrSlGN

327-3354
fcoBiKr's I lAlR Salon
1
866-7070

327-4074

officially end Friday,

A Prcc lous Tour 11
321- 8146

March 26, 2004:

Meme's Beauty
322- 1712

REV. MOTHER SUPERIOR WILLIAMS
Ordained Psychic Christian Reader & Adviser
HAVE YOU BEEN HOODOOED?
ARE YOU SICK IN ANY PART OF YOUR BODY?
Rev.

Mother Superior Williams has God Given Power to help you
overcome your problems no matter how big or small.
She will tell you just what you want to know about friends, ene
mies or rivals; Whether husband, wife or sweetheart is true or
false; How to gain the love you most desire; Control or influence

Blackjack (#50l)

Gone Fishin'

Holiday Dough

Hit $50

Holiday Gift Tag Set

Domino Dollars
Easy 8's

Hit $25

Money Talks

Football Fever

Holiday Bingo

Monthly Bonus

Casino Nights

the action of anyone, even though miles away. Tell you of lucky
numbers. She has helped thousands through all walks of life. She
will advise on love, marriage, business, health, divorces, lawsuits,
luck, alcoholics, happiness, spells, success and evil influences of
all kinds. Tells who your friends and enemies are. Guarantees to
I was having bad luck, mis
erable and it seemed like
everything was against
me.Just a few visits to Rev.
Mother Superior Williams
and now I’m doing fine with
a good home and good man
who loves me.
- Hillary Williams

remove all evil and bad luck! WHY SUFFER when you can be
helped and freed from all your troubles?

Don't fail to call or write to her today.
Send Self-Addressed Envelope

AU winning tickets must be redeemed by Tuesday, May 25, 2004.

Rev. Mother Superior Williams

$600 and over must be claimed at a Florida Lottery office. For the location

3716 W. Horatio, Tampa, FL 33609

(813) 874-5581

Prizes Less than $600 may be redeemed at any Florida Lottery retailer; prizes

of a Lottery office near you, call 850-487-7777.
Ootid® Lottos
»2004 Rorida Lottery

Must be IS or olderto daSm a prtz«> Ptee play rospomSMy

www.ftatottoy.com
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INTERNATIONAL
Vowing “Never Again,” SOuth Africa
Inaugurates Constitutional Court in
Former Apartheid Prison---------------bv Glenn McKenzie
Associated Press Writer
JOHANNESBURG,
South Africa (AP) President Thabo Mbeki
inaugurated South Africa's
new Constitutional Court
building Sunday in a noto
rious 1 00-year-old prison
fort where Nelson Man
dela, Mahatma Gandhi and
captured Boer War generals
were all detained.
“It is right that the
Constitutional Court occu
pies this building, which
represents the conversion
of the negative, the hateful
energy ... into a positive
hopeful energy for the
present and future," Mbeki
told whistling and cheering
dignitaries, as the court's
large wooden doors were
thrown open.
The 492 million rand
(US$73 million) edifice on
the site of the 100-acre (40hectare) former Fort, now
renamed Constitution Hill,
is billed as South Africa's
most ambitious public
building project since all
race elections in 1994
ended nearly five decades
of racist white-minority
rule.
“This is a place of pain
but also a place of
courage," said Constitu
tional Court Justice Albie
Sachs, a former anti
apartheid lawyer who lost
ah arm to a car bomb plant
ed by apartheid security
agents in the 1980s.
The 11-judge court is
the custodian of South
Africa's constitution, pre
siding over legal chal
lenges to the nation's law.
Using bricks from the
grim, century-old fort,
workers have erected the

Thabo Mbeki
court's new home in The
Fort verging on the vibrant
but crime-ridden inner-city
neighborhood of Hillbrow.
Jail window bars have
been transformed into lat
ticework for ivy creepers,
while sloping glass ceilings
and wall panels make the
court a “place of living and
of light," Sachs said.
Some of the original
ramparts
and
rancidsmelling cells in The Fort's
former “native prison" sec
tion have been transformed
into a museum serving as a
reminder of injustices per
petrated by the nation's for
mer white-minority and
British colonial rulers.
Using convict labor,
South Africa's Afrikaners
originally built The Fort in
the 1890s to hold white
criminals arrested during
Johannesburg's gold rush.
By 1899, cannons on

The Fort's ramparts were
turned against the Afrika
ner's English-speaking ri
vals.
British troops captured
the fort during the AngloBoer War in 1900, using it
to imprison the future In
dian independence leader
Mahatma Gandhi four
times.
After the Afrikanerbased National Party took
power in 1948, the fort
became a notorious holding
cell for anyone accused of
breaking laws banning
blacks from white areas
without a special pass.
“If an African man dis
appeared in Johannesburg"
before the prison was
closed in 1982, the fort was
“the first place his family
would look," Sachs said.
A young Nelson Man
dela was detained there for
several weeks in 1955 after

he drafted a “Freedom
Charter" demanding equal
rights for South Africa's
black, Asian and mixedrace majority.
“Our communal cell
became a kind of conven
tion for far-flung freedom
fighters," Mandela re
called.
Other inmates recalled
the unsanitary conditions,
verbal abuse and other
indignities suffered in
dank, overcrowded group
cells and cramped isolation
units.
“We were stripped and
physically attacked" by
female wardens who con
ducted invasive
strip
searches on black women
prisoners, said Vesta Smith,
82, who was held without
charge for six months in
1976.
Buckets for the prison
ers' drinking water and
human waste were casually
interchanged by the war
dens, she said. Black pris
oners were forced to sleep
on mats on the floor, while
white prisoners were al
lowed beds.
Now, planners hope
Constitution Hill's unique
architecture and stunning
multimillion dollar (rand)
art collection will draw
tourists to help revitalize
the inner-city of Johan
nesburg, South Africa's
largest and most cosmopol
itan city, Sachs said.
Private investors have
been granted contracts to
build restaurants and a
hotel.
“This is about our
refusal to be crushed... and
our determination to build
and renew," Sachs said.
“We say never again."

Rebel Leaders to Meet Prime Minister
and Hand Over Weapons--------------“
bv Stevenson Jacobs
Associated Press Writer
GONAIVES,
Haiti
(AP) - A key figure in the
uprising against Jean-Ber
trand Aristide said his reb
els would surrender their
weapons as Haiti's interim
prime minister landed in a
helicopter to cheers and
clapping from hundreds of
people on Saturday.
It is the first test of
popularity for interim
Prime Minister Gerard
Latortue, who hopes to win
support from rebels in his
hometown of Gonaives,
where a street gang began
the popular rebellion that
erupted Feb. 5 and overran
Haiti in three weeks.
“We're very satisfied to
see that the new govern
ment is here. I think (the
rebels) deserve a place in
the new government... they
deserve to continue to play
a part," said Teimeille
Eliecin, 37.
Rebels planned to hand
over guns here during a
public meeting with La
tortue on Saturday, rebel
leader Butteur Metayer told
The Associated Press.
“We want to turn in all
the guns we fought with,"
said Metayer, who declined
to say if that meant they
would keep any arms.
A Gonaives street gang
began the armed rebellion
that ultimately helped oust
President Aristide, who
fled Haiti on Feb. 29.
Aristide has said he
was forced out by the
United States, which de

nies it did anything but brief patrol of the city.
Another 200 French
help save the embattled
troops
arrived in Capleader's life by arranging a
flight to the Central African Haitien, the northern port
Republic. Aristide has of 500,000 that is Haiti's
since flown to the nearby second-largest city. No
island of Jamaica to be resistance was reported.
Their mission was to
with his wife and children.
Several police were establish control in rebelkilled in a Feb. 5 gunbattle held northern Haiti and
when rebels evicted police allow relief organizations
and burned the Gonaives to deliver food and medi
station and other buildings, cines disrupted during the
launching the uprising. An rebellion.
“If they are here for
even bloodier battle raged
two days later when 150 peace, it will be a good
police tried to retake the thing," Gonaives resident
city, but failed and lost Chantal Romeus, 28, said
as he sat on his bicycle
about 30 officers.
“To make peace, the watching French troops
first thing we want to do is pass by. "The town will be
turn over our weapons. We back to normal with these
are ready and willing," guys here."
Metayer said he wel
Metayer said, sipping a
beer on the steps of his comed the French.
“From now on, the
house, which was nearly
destroyed in clashes with security of Gonaives will
not be in my hands. We'll
police.
Another Gonaives reb be able to get some rest and
el leader, Winter Etienne, let the French do it," he
also said his followers said.
Men scraped black
would surrender their
weapons.
sludge from sewers and
Casually dressed in a swept streets clean in
blue polo shirt, denim preparation for Latortue's
shorts and black sandals, visit, his first since a new
Metayer said he would get government was appoihted
a licensed handgun for per this week. The trip was
sonal protection after hand coordinated with French
ing over the weapons. He and American troops.
suggested other rebels
Rebels in both cities
might do the same.
previously had said they
Hours
earlier,
an would disarm only if proarmored convoy of about Aristide gunmen do the
150 French Legionnaires same - raising questions
rolled into Gonaives, about the feasibility of
Latortue's hometown, and Haiti's disarmament cam
set up a base at Haiti's State paign, which is being
University following a assisted by foreign troops.

Troops say . they're
helping a government with
scant resources to disarm
gangs. But rebels can be
seen in the capital, and
other towns patrolling with
assault weapons.
U.S. forces continued
to patrol the capital of Portau-Prince and said they
were planning to deploy to
the south and east. Chilean
troops replaced a U.S.
Marine security detail at
the international airport.
Canada was sending more
than 700 troops. Even
tually, a U.N. peacekeeping
force will take over.
Last Friday, Canada
extradited Aristide's top
security chief, Oriel Jean,
39, to the United States to
face a drug trafficking
charge. The move under
scored Washington's claims
that Aristide's administra
tion was corrupted by drug
trafficking.
Canadian Justice De
partment spokesman Pat
rick Charette said Jean's
arrest warrant was based on
a charge of conspiracy to
import cocaine. The U.S.
Drug Enforcement Admin
istration says he could face
proceedings in Fort Lau
derdale, Florida.
Jean, who denies the
charge, had his U.S. visa
revoked last year. He had
worked for Haiti's govern
ment for a dozen years.
Aristide, in turn, had
accused the rebels of using
drug proceeds to fund their
uprising.

OBITUARIES
ST. PETERSBURG
RITES

Petersburg; one Goddaugh
ter, Angel Johnson, St. Pe
tersburg; two sisters, Lou
ise Angram and Ruth An
gram,'both of Jacksonville;
one uncle, Ernest (Lillie)
Bellamy, Largo; one aunt,
Alene Spates, Quincy; and
several nieces, nephews
and friends. Smith Funeral
Home, St. Petersburg.

COOPER, SAMUEL
C., 68, died Feb. 25, 2004.
Survivors include one
daughter, Deborah C. (carl)
Westberry, Miami; his exwife, Ethel Cooper Evans;’
one brother, James (Con
WELCH, LORRIS, 70,
stance) Cooper, Savannah, died March 15, 2004.
Ga.; one sister, Elizabeth C.
Fields, Savannah, Ga.; six
CALVARY
grandchildren; one great
grandchild; and several
CATHOLIC
nieces, nephews, cousins,
CEMETERY
other relatives and friends.
Burial Spaces
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

$890

JENKINS, LEE, 81,
died Feb. 23, 2004. Survi
vors include his wife, Eve
lyn Jenkins, St. Petersburg;
one son, Johnny (Darice
Mack) Jenkins, Sr., St.
Petersburg; one grandson,
Johnny Jenkins, Jr., St.

Pre-Need Interest-free
program
available

Survivors include his wife,
Corine
Rush
Welch,
Tallahassee; three sons,
Lorris E. (Brenda) Welch
and Larry Welch, both of
Morena, Calif., and Darryl
Bradley, St. Petersburg;
seven daughters, Stacey
(Chris) Flowers, Rita

Welch, Michelle Byrd,
Bernice
Huntley
and
Denise Cleare, all of St.
Petersburg,
Gwendolyn
(Jerome)
Mitchell,
Tallahassee, and Barbara
Rosier, Hesperia, Calif.;
two stepdaughters, Angela
Grace and Earlyne (Kenny)
Tillman, both of St.
Petersburg; one sister,
Mary F. Davis, Tallahassee;
his longtime companion,
Helen Byrd, St. Petersburg;
23 grandchildren; 18 great
grandchildren; three great
great grandchildren; three
nieces;
one
nephew;
friends and caregivers,
Cherie Zimmerman and

Willie Hill; and several
other relatives and friends.
Smith Funeral Home, St.
Petersburg.

No Jesus,
“Yes, that's right, there

no peace.

is an easy way to pay
for your funeral and

KNOW
JESUS,

have peace of mind.”

KNOW
The average funeral costs much less today than most people
think. However, in the future, an average funeral Will cost
more.

SMITH
FUNERAL HOME
SERVING ALL FAITHS SINCE 1987

Traditional - Memorial and
Chapel Services
Cremation
World Wide Shipping
Monuments for All Cemeteries
We arrange Military Honors and
Serve All National Cemeteries
for Veterans
‘Upholding a tradition of service from our family to yours’

11801 - U.S. 19 N.

Helping families to honor their loved ones m a truly personal way

Clearwater, FL

727-894-2266 / FAX 821-8728

7X7-572-4355

An Easy Way to Pay
In Advance For Your Funeral

1534 18th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33705

If you pay now, your funeral is fully funded and Won't pose a
financial burden to those left behind.
Affordable monthly payments are available to suit your needs
and your budget. You choose the payment plan you Want and
if you relocate - your plan goes With you.
Don't delay ...
Call or Write to us today
to leam more about
funeral planning.

MCRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005
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LEGAL AFFAIRS
Judge Denies Series Of Defense
Motions In Williams Case -—------------SOMERVILLE, N.J.
(AP) - A state judge on
Tuesday denied a request by
Jayson Williams' defense
team to have the jury in his
manslaughter trial visit the
mansion bf the retired NBA
star.
Superior Court Judge
Edward M. Coleman also
refused a defense motion to
acquit the defendant of all
charges, ruling that there
was sufficient evidence to go
forward and that it would be
up to the jury to determine
its credibility.
In addition, the judge re
fused to separate eight
charges into those dealing
with the shooting of a chauf
feur in Williams' bedroom
and four others dealing with
an alleged cover-up.
Coleman granted prose
cution motions to exclude
some parts of late reports by
three defense experts, saying
they covered new material
and were an unfair surprise.
The judge said he would
allow the defense to show
the jury most of a threeminute animated presenta
tion to illustrate how a shot
gun mechanism works, and
how debris might have
caused a misfire. But the
judge said he will not allow
the part that the prosecution
most objected to, where a
wood chip floats into the
mechanism, to be shown.
Coleman's rulings were
made without the jury pres
ent. Jurors are to return
Wednesday for the first

First Assistant Hunter
don County Prosecutor Ste
ven C. Lember disputed that,
noting that several witnesses
testified
that
Williams
turned and faced Christofi
before cursing at the driver
and snapping a shotgun
closed while holding it in
one hand.
Williams, 36, is also
charged with altering evi
dence and persuading his
houseguests to lie by saying
they were downstairs when
Christofi shot himself.
The eight charges carry
penalties of up to 55 years in
prison. The least of the
charges carries a penalty of
up to 18 months in prison,
but would likely result in
probation.

Jayson Williams
defense witnesses.
Prosecutors argued last
week that there was no need
for the jury to see the bed
room where limousine driv
er Costas "Gus" Christofi
was shot to death by a gun
held by the retired NBA star.
Assistant Prosecutor
Katharine Errickson said the
jury already had the as
sistance of more than 100
photos and a videotape that
were introduced during six
weeks of testimony by pros
ecution witnesses.
Defense lawyer Joseph
A. Hayden said a tour would
help the jury understand the
sightlines, angles and dis

tances, particularly in the
bedroom, where Christofi
was shot in the early hours
of Feb. 14, 2002, while
Williams was showing
friends his mansion.
The defense maintains
that the shooting was an ac
cident and that the shotgun
Williams was holding may
have malfunctioned.
Defense lawyers had
argued that charge of aggra
vated manslaughter should
be dismissed because Wil
liams did not realize Chris
tofi was near him, and thus
did not know that death was
a probable outcome of ; his
actions.

Williams had gone with
some friends to see a Harlem
Globetrotters game in Beth
lehem, Pa., Christofi had
driven four Globetrotters
from the game to a restau
rant near the Williams estate
for dinner with Williams and
most of the group. They then
went to the mansion in
Alexandria Township.
Williams retired as cen
ter of the New Jersey Nets in
2000 after a decade in the
NBA, unable to overcome a
broken leg suffered a year
earlier in a collision with a
teammate. He was suspend
ed from his job as an NBA
analyst for NBC after the
shooting.

Jury Clears Deputies in Shootings
ORLANDO, Fla. (AP)
- A grand jury cleared
Orange County deputies in
two separate shootings of
unarmed suspects that left
one man dead and another
wounded.
Jurors found no crimi
nal wrongdoing in the
death of Marvin Williams,
who was killed Jan. 15, or
the wounding of Tommy
Mike in January 2003.
But the jury noted in a
written report that the
actions of Deputy Guiller
mo Diaz-Pitti in the Mike
shooting “warrant addi
tional internal investigation
and corrective action."
Williams, 26, was shot
by Sgt. Richard Mankewich while fleeing from
officers who mistakenly
believed he was a homicide
suspect. Mike, 29, was shot
by Diaz-Pitti and Deputy
Matthew Pierce after they
ordered him out of a car
reported stolen.
The deputies did not
comment after the grand
jury ruling.
Mankewich, a 13-year
veteran of the sheriffs
office, was the subject of
public scrutiny in 1997
when he was involved in
the stop and arrest of a
Miami police major along

Florida's Turnpike. The
major filed a civil rights
suit that claimed he was
stopped because he was
black. The suit was later
settled.
After a car chase that
reached speeds of 100
mph, Williams fled on foot.
Mankewich said in a sworn
statement that Williams
was about 20 feet away
when he reached into his
waistband, and Manke
wich, believing he was
reaching for a gun, fired
one shot from his .45 cal
iber Glock. That shot
missed, and Williams ran
behind a house.
When
Mankewich
caught up to Williams and
ordered him to get on the
ground and show his
hands, Williams instead
turned toward him with his
hand at his waist, the
deputy said.
“Marvin Williams was
a career criminal," OrangeOsceola State Attorney
Lawson Lamar said. “He
was an unreformed crimi
nal who thought that none
of the rules applied to him."
But State Sen. Gary
Siplin, D-Orlando, who has
charged that the shooting
might be racially motivat
ed, called the grand jury

ruling “an outrage and an
insult to the Williams fami
ly, the Mike family and the
black community."
Mike and Williams are
black. Two of the deputies
involved in the shootings
are white and one is His
panic.
Wiliams' family has
hired famed attorney
Johnnie Cochran to pursue
a lawsuit against the sher
iffs office to gain compen
sation for his four children,
who range in age from five
months to 10 years.
Orange County Sheriff
Kevin Beary called Wil
liams' death “a tragic event
for all concerned that
would not have happened
had the suspect simply
stopped when initially con
tacted by deputies."
Beary said he accepted
the grand jury's recommen
dations in the Mike shoot
ing, and said Diaz-Pitti and
Pierce will report Monday
“for an immediate and
thorough review of fire
arms training and tactics."
In the Mike shooting,
Diaz-Pitti and Pierce were
on foot patrol near mid
night on Jan. 27, 2003,
when they found Mike
inside a parked car that
they later learned had been

reported stolen. They said
they smelled marijuana
smoke coming from the
car.
The sheriffs investiga
tion report stated that when
Mike refused to come out
Diaz-Pitti tried to break the
rear window with his
police baton. Diaz-Pitti
told investigators he heard
a “snap" before the window
shattered. That sound made
him think Mike had just
fired a weapon at him.
Diaz-Pitti shot once •
through the driver's win
dow, hitting Mike in the
left shoulder, and then shot
once more at Mike while
the deputy backed away.
Pierce said he also
believed Mike was shoot
ing at the officers, and he
fired one round which
missed. Pierce fired nine
more times at Mike, hitting
him once in the upper back.
“They just cleared two
deputies that are trigger
happy," Mike said after the
ruling.
Mike is serving a twoyear prison sentence for
cocaine possession and sale
and has convictions for
burglary, aggravated as
sault and other drug-related
offenses.
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RELIGIOUS NEWS
10th Street Church of God

The Drama Ministry
The Drama Ministry of
the 10th Street Church of
God, located at 2307 - 10th
St. N., will present “In Lov
ing Memory” on Good Fri
day, April 9, at 7 p.m.
This production exposes
the audience to occupants pf a

locked room as they each
relate a personal memory of
Jesus. This drama is scripturally based with occasional
humor and a surprising end
ing.
We welcome you to join
us for this event.

Bethel Metropolitan
Baptist Church-----Bethel
Metropolitan
Baptist Church extends an
invitation to join us in striv
ing to give a positive
Christian witness. Our doors
are open for both 8 and 11 am
services on Sunday, Sunday
school at 9:30 a.m., Prayer
Meeting at 6:30 p.m., and
Bible Study at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday. The Youth
Ushers and Male Ministry
Choir will serve on Sunday.
The Laymen, Ushers and
Choirs Movement, of the
West
Coast '
Baptist
Association Annual 5K WalkA-Thon will be held on
Saturday, March 27 at 8 a.m.
Sign up and "Lend A Helping
Hand." All funds raised in

this effort are targeted for
teenage pregnancy and pre
vention and prison ministry.
For additional information
you may call the church
office at (727) 327-0554.
The Deaconess Ministry
are excitingly awaiting the
celebration of their 100th
Anniversary Extravaganza
with their "Marching Crowns
of Glory" Hat and Fashion
Show, Sunday, March 28 at 4
pm. Deaconess Ministries
from churches throughout the
area has accepted the invita
tion to share in this expres
sion of love and praise.

PRAYER HELPS

Fifth Sunday of Lent
Observed at New
Philadelphia------------The holiest season of
church’s liturgical year will
be continuing focus of wor
ship at New Philadelphia. A
spiritual
synthesis
of
Women’s History and passion
of the Christ will be emphasis
of praise and proclamation on
Sunday during mid-morning
service. Kim Price-Gaskin
will be messenger for the
occasion. Worship leader to
be provided by
Rhianna President, last
Sunday’s speaker, challenged
young people and adults in
the spiritual dimensions of
“Trust-Obedience-Belief.”
Her theological premise was
that all Christians have their
“its.” The three fore-men
tioned categories, she stated,
figures faithfully in helping a

believer determine which “it”
to stick “wit.”
Church
Development
Corporation (CDC), which is
New Philadelphia Com
munity Services, Inc. will
meet on Thursday evening at
7:00. Members as well as
other interested persons may
attend this meeting. Please be
prompt in attendance in order
to insure a timely dismissal.
Christian commendations
to church family members for
their persistent diligence
being conveyed to the various
ministries. God is truly
pleased when His church
moves beyond the realm of
underachieving to the holy
plateau of high achievers. .

Mt. Zion Progressive
Mt. Zion invites the com
munity to take part in our
Prayer Workshop, Tuesday,
April 6 through Thursday,
April 8, 7 p.m. nightly. The
facilitator will be the Rev.
Rick Jordan from the Concord
Missionary Baptist Church,
Dallas, Texas.
We also invite you to our
Good Friday Presentation of
"From
Crucifixion
to
Resurrection," Friday April 9,
7 p.m. The combined choirs
of Mt, Zion, under the direc
tion of Brother H.B. Samuels
II, Minister of Music are per
forming this presentation.
Crown
Financial
Ministry: Teaching God’s
people His financial' princi
pals. To enroll for the next
class, please contact Deacon
Joe Mitchell, Deacon Jerard
Hubbard or Deacon Antoine
Benjamin for further details

or contact the church office at
(727) 894-4311.
Mt. Zion is reintroducing
its SAFE Ministry, Fridays, 7
p.m. at the Kings Kid’s
Academy Building, 950 20th
St. S. If you or a family mem
ber is interested in learning
about, or coping with sub
stance abuse, please contact
Bro. A.J. Murphy, (727) 4812609. Where there is a need,
God will make a way.
Calling all experienced
Drummers!!! If you’re inter
ested in joining Mt. Zion’s
Drum Line, please call
Everard Harris at (727) 8661034 for details.
Mt.
Zion’s
Youth
Ministry needs volunteers for
Wednesday Nights, please
call Bro. Troy Gidron at (727)
864-3550 for further details.
Attention RN'S, CNA'S
and LPN's. The Wellness

Food Pantry and Clothes
Closet that is A Ministry of
PRAY sponsored by Lake
Maggiore
Baptist
and
SOUTHSIDE
Taberncle
Baptist Church.
Upcoming Ministries:
• ICE Team meet the last three

Concord Missionary
Baptist Church------The Rev. Willie D. Miller
and the Concord family
extend an invitation to join us
in our Worship Experience on
Sunday at 10:50 a.m. Sunday
school is at 9:30 a.m. Prayer
Meeting and Bible study each
Wednesday at 7 p.m. The
month of March has been set
aside as a month of prayer on

Wednesdays at 7 p.m. We are
currently meeting at 855 13th
Avenue South.
The Bus Ministry Leader
is asking anyone desiring
transportation to church,
please call by 5 p.m. on
Saturday. The contact num
ber is (727) 244-0832.

Mondays of each month in the
Fellowship Hall, this is a door
to door outreach Ministry.
• March- This month is set
aside to support North
American Missions with our
Offering. North American
Missions support missionaries
to minister effectively in the
United States and Canada.
• March 26- Street Ministry 5
to 8 p.m.
• March 27- Youth Group at
10 a.m.; Baptist Men at 6 p.m.
• May 6 - National Day of
Prayer. Meet at city Hall for
prayer for a moral Rebirth of
America Time 12:20-12-:40
p.m.
• April 9- Good Friday
Program at Noon
• The Lakewood Terrace

through
the
Youth
Opportunity Center. The pro
gram offers an opportunity to
improve your grades, on-line
practice for the FCAT,
ACT/SAT prep, earn your
high school diploma, earn
your GED, and earn an oppor
tunity to be selected to win a
free computer. For further
information, please contact
George B. Smith at (727) 8944311 ext. 302.
Updated Pickup Info:
The church van will be happy
to give you a ride. We pick up
Sunday through Thursday.
Please try to notify us one day
in advance. For regular pick
up please leave a message
with the church office at (727)
894-4311 ext. 801. For emer
gency pick up ONLY, call
Coa-Coa Rivers at (727) 5500396, or Brother Peter Smith
at (727) 895-9261.

Macedonia Freewill-----

Lake Maggiore Baptist Church
The mission of the Lake
Maggiore Baptist Church is to
be a Covenant fellowship:
worshipping God, equipping
believers, Evangelizing the
lost, ministering effectively.
Matthew 29:19-20.
We have a community

Ministry is organizing the
component of the Nurses
Guild to their Ministry. Please
contact
Sister
Carolyn
Swanson at (727) 825-6692 or
fill out a form located in the
Church foyer.
The Reading and Math
Enhancement Program meets
every Tuesday and Thursday,
6 p.m. to 8 p.m. for children
age 5-13. Students that are
interested in the program,
please apply in the Genesis
Building. We are in need of
teachers and volunteers to
assist in areas such as moni
toring and one-on-one teach
ing. Classes meet in the Kings
Kids Building. For more
information, please call (727)
894-4311 ext. 808.
Mt.
Zion
Human
Services, Inc. provides after
school training & tutoring
services for youth ages 14-18

Neighborhood Association
meets every 3 Thursday of the
month in LMBC Fellowship
Hall at 7 p.m.
• March- During this year of
2004, Florida Baptist observe
the 150 Anniversary of the
Florida Baptist Convention.
Fourteen regional rallies are
planned during these months.
For more information contact
1-800-226-8584 ext 8109 or
the Rev. Fluker (727) 8945315.
A cooperative Southern
Baptist,
Multi-cultural
Church,
Everybody
Welcome!

GOD
BLESS!

The Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church family cor
dially invites you to attend
our Women’s Day Service on
Sunday, March 28. Our 8 a.m.
speaker will be Minister
Jamie Wilburn, a member of
Bible-Based
Fellowship
Center, Tampa, where her
pastor is Rev. Dr. Arthur T.
Jones.
The 1J' a.m. speaker is
Minister Julia McMillian,
also a- member of Bible-Based
Fellowship Center, Tampa.
She serves with the Education
Ministry, also assists Pastor
Jones in the office of teacher
in both Bible Discovery Hour
and Bible Study.
;■ Our 4 p.m. speaker will
be Elder Ayakao Maria
Watkins. Elder Watkins states

she was drafted in the Army
of the Lord in March 1986 to
become a soldier of the cross.
She carries out her marching
orders at Victory Christian
Center Church, St. Peters
burg, where her captain is Se
nior Pastor Claude S. Wil
liams.
Come and be blessed
while these anointed women
of God share the Word of
God. Macedonia Freewill
Baptist Church is located at
900 - 16th Ave. S., St.
Petersburg.
Daisy Swinton is Wom
en’s Day chairperson, and
Elder Tony Smith is pastor.

Saves

CHURCH DIRECTORY
Greater Light AME Zion Church
1400 9th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
(727) 823-3611
Tuesday.......................................... Bible Study 7 p.m.
Friday.............................. Evangelistic Service 7 p.m.
Sunday School - 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship - 11 a.m.
Pastor Dr. Henry Jones

GRACE FELLOWSHIP CENTER
4240 Central Avenue • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 • (813) 328-9412

GRACE
FELLOWSHIP
CENTRAL

F
E
L
L

Except God build the
house they labor in
vain that build it.
Ps. 127:1

CENTER

GRACE
O
SERVICE
Sunday School
9:30 -10:30
Morning Worship 10:30
Evening Worship 6:30
Wed. - Pray 7:00
Bible Study 7:30

W
s

Phone
(813) 328-9412

H
1
P

NURSERYAND
CHILDREN’S
CHURCH
AVAILABLE

Pastor Leonard Wilson • Phone: 536-1890

2120 - 19th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

Bible Holiness Church of God in Christ
419 - 5th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33701
Phone: 898-3838

The members would like to invite
you and your family to worship with
us. Our services are:
Tuesday Morning Prayer 9:00am
Weds.-Family Worship
7:00pm
Sunday School
10:00am
Sunday Morning Worship 11:15am
Sunday Evening Worship 7:00pm

3501 37th. St. So. • St. Pete, FL 33711
Church: 867-4144
Pastor: Elder Franklin Evans

Praise & Worship Service.... 10:30am

Tuesday Services:

A'Woman After
(Jod’s
Own (Heart...

Queen Street
Church Os God In Christ
1732 9th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
(727) 896-4356

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer
7:00 P.M. - Tuesday Bible Study
7:30 P.M. - Thursday Pastoral
Teaching

YPWW First and Third Sunday of
Each Month after Morning Service

Morning Worship
11:15 a.m.
Bible Study (Monday)
7:00 p.m.
Youth Bible Study (Tuesday) 6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Wednesday)
6:30 p.m.
Prayer (Tues. & Thurs.) 11 a.m.-12 p.m.

Bible Study.....................................7pm

Spirituady Connected
CaUfor Trayers &
'Testimonies

Rev. Carlos Senior
Pastor

Join us as we [ift up the name ofJesus

New
Covenant
Baptist
Church

Good Sanjaritai)
Baptist Church
1820 - 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
Ph: (727)821-3265

3850 Pompano Drive SE,
Coquina Key
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Ph: 865-9636

Pastor,
Joseph Bobby Reid
TheRTBwLa’rryWWams,

Prayer/Praise Service

7:30 p.m. Wednesday
8:00 p.m. Wednesday
Sunday School

9:00 a.m.
Sunday Worship

Pastor

congregation wouid (ihe to invite you anti your
famiiy to worshij) with us. Come as you arel

T’/te

Sunday Service ..................................... 8:45 A.M.
Wednesday Bible Study ........... .
7:OO P.M.
“Tl}8 Church of Love, Healipg apd Restoration”

10:00 a.m.

6:00 a.m.

“All Are Welcome" • “Bring A Friend"

Moore’s Chapel
AME Churcli
Rev. James T. Blount - Pastor
Sunday Worship - 8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School (all ages) - 9:30a.m.
Noon Day Prayer/Bible Study - Wednesday -12:00 p.m.
Bible Study - Wednesday - 7:00 p.m.
3037 - Fairfield Avenue south
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712

(727) 321-3545
- “Where The Word Is Changing Lives”

J

Church School................................9am

Bible Study

Co-Pastor: Sis. Rebecca L. Evans
Sunday School
9:30 a.m.

Prayer (Sat.)

Sunday Services:

Prayer Service......................... 6:30pm

Pastor: Elder B.O. Walker

8:00 A.M. - Simday Service
9:30 A.M. - Sunday School
11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

(727) 896-5228

Ordained Missionary
Johnnie Mae Howard
Cad: 727 895-5239

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor
Emmanuel Christian Fellowship Inc.

NEW HOPE MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE

<
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Greater MT. Zion
African MeThodist
EPISCOPAL CHURCH

919 - 20th Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Early Morning Worship 7:30 a.m.
Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
All Male Bible Study Weds. 6:30 p.m.
Rev. Clarence Williams,
Prayer Meeting Wednesday 7:30 p.m.
Pastor
Bible Study Monday 6:00 p.m.
Vintage Bible Study Wednesday 11:00 a.m. - 12 noon
Live Broadcast WRXB (Every Sunday 8:30 a.m.)
Tape Ministry • Bus Ministry
Need a tape of a service or transportation - Dial 894-1393
("The church with a heart in the heart of the city")

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
Schedule of Services
Church School ......................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship........................... n a.m.
Baptist Training Union .........5 p.m.
Evening Worship........................ 6:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting
Thursday
.........................7 p.m.
Rev. Brian K. Brown

“One weefjfrom eftureft mafes one weaf.”

^^^^^^THEWEEK^CHA^NGER/rHURSDAYN^RCH25-3L20Ml3

Mt. Zion A.M.E. Church------------------ ------“To God be the glory
for the great things He
has done.”
Pastor Clarence A.
Williams and the Mt. Zion
church family extend a
warm heartfelt welcome to
all. We invite you to join us
for worship during this
Season of Lent, as we pre
pare for Jesus’ Journey to
the Cross.
Our early morning
service begins at 7:30 a.m.
wife praise and thanksgiv

ing filling the sanctuary as
we prepare our hearts and
minds for Worship. Our
Church School commences
at 9:30 a.m., classes avail
able for all ages. We
encourage you to join us as
we collectively leam more
of the Word of God togeth
er.
Our Contemporary
worship Service is at 11
a.m. Join us as we lift high
the name of Jesus in songs
of inspiration and adora
tion. The Youth Choir will

render
song
service
throughout the day. Pastor
Williams will deliver the
Word of God under the
anointing and power of the
Holy Spirit. Come and be
blessed as we feast on the
Word. ■
Other
ministries
include:
• Monday - Bible Study, 6
p.m.
• Wednesday - Early morn
ing
prayer
6:30
a.m.;Vintage Bible Study,

11 a.m.; Men’s Bible
Study, 6 p.m.; Hour of
Power, 7 p.m. If you’re in
need of a mid-week lift,
join us for a power-packed
hour. Your heart will be
encouraged and your spirit
revived.
Upcoming events:
• March 28 - Worship
Service with Prayer
Tower COGIC 15:30 p.m.
Looking for a church
home, we extend an invita
tion to you to join us. We as

a church share the Love of
God and The Holy Spirit
reigns. We’d Love To Have
You!
Thought for the week:
"Give Glory to God, for He
Is Worthy of All Our
Praise"
Be blessed, and have a
Jesus-filled week!

Kirk Franklin Now Accepting
Speaking Dates For 2004-----------

Kirk Franklin
Gospel music legend
KIRK FRANKLIN will be
traveling to churches,con
ferences and other events
as a featured speaker. "This

God
Bless
America

CHURCH DIRECTORY

is an opportunity for those
churches and' conferences
to experience the ministry
of Kirk Franklin that
wouldn't otherwise be able
to due to the expense and
maintenance of accommo
dating the band and choir,
etc." states William Morris
Agency's
Valerie
Summers. "You get to hear
straight from Kirk's heart."
The
multi-platinum
Gospel music performer

will be accepting speakingonly dates between now
and the end of the year.
Availability is very limited.
Please contact the William
Morris Agency today for
more information on how
to book Kirk Franklin to
speak at your upcoming
event!
Log
on
to
www.wmaccm.com
for
more information.

Saturday Preaching School
presents:

Homiletics
WHEN LIFE KNOCKS YOU TO
YOUR KNEES, YOU’RE IN THE
PERFECT POSITION TO PRAY!

The premier preaching course which teaches you Sermon or Speech

“The Lord is

j" CONCORD^KSIONOKY BaPTlSTCHVRcil\
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All Worship Services are held at:
855 13th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: (727) 244-0831
or 244-0832
Sunday School

......................... .... .9:30 a.m.

Worship Experience ........10:50 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Wednesday .......................................... 7:00 p.m.

In All thy Ways Acknowledge Him and He
shall direct thy path. (Proverbs 3:6)

Christ Gospel Church
2512 22nd Ave. S.
St. Pete, FL 33712
327-0997
Rev. P.D.H. Leonard
Pastor

Rev. Willie D. Miller
Pastor

I
I
I
I
I
I
I
I
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selection, preparation, presentation, persuasion and conclusion.

great and is to

A MUST course for the New Millenium
preacher, speaker or presenter.

be highly

Enroll Now!
Class begins April 3rd for 8 weeks.

praised; His

3 credit hours - Seating Limited!

greatness is

(813) 237-6076 • 1-877-428-6588 (toll free)
Blessed Hope Bible College

beyond under

816 E. Genesee St • Tampa, FL 33603

standing.”

PRAYER HELPS

Psalms 145:3

Missionary Baptist

532 33rd Street S. • St. Petersburg, FL

A...SUNDAY
Sunday School 10:00 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:45 a.m.
Evening Worship 7:30 p.m.
TUESDAY
Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
FRIDAY
Evangelical Service 7:30 p.m.
PRAYER TIMES
Tuesdays, Fridays & Sundays - half an hour before
service.
Mondays & Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday nights at midnight.
RADIO BROADCAST
Sundays 7:45 a.m.
If you would like to come to church and do not have a way, call
327-0997.

3300 - 3lst Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300

Sunday School ............................... 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Evening Worship .... 6 p.m.
Baptist Training Union 5 p.m.
Tuesday Night
General Bible Study
Thursday Night Prayer
Meeting & Teachers Meeting
Rev. Clyde Williams

(727) 894-6764 • (727) 550-0388
Elder William E. Anderson, Pastor

"We're Busy as Bees But Sweet As Honey"

Morning Glory

727-894-5315 • Fax: 727-894-5315
Email:
wwwJakemaggiore c@yahoo.com

Morning Worship..................................10:30A.M.

John A. Evans

Sunday Worship....... ........................................ 11:00 a.m.
Sunday Night Disciple Training.............................. 6:00p.m.
Sunday Night Worship............................................. -7:00p.m.
Wednesday Prayer/Bible Study..............................7:00p.m.
A

Cooperative Southern Baptist, Multi-Cultural
Church, Everyone Welcome!

7:30 p.m.

Prayer & Bible Study

Wednesday

7:30 p.m,

Intercessory Prayer

Saturday

5:45 a.m.

“fA. church wording togetherfor the upbuilding of (Jod’s kingdom”

First Baptist Institutional Church

Minister In Training
Sunday School......................................... ..........9:30 a.m.

Tuesday

Prayer / Bible Study .Tuesday 7:00 RM.
Youth Bible Study . .Thursday 6:00 RM.

„
,,
,
3and wifeTShana

11:00 a.m.

Community Bible Study

New Member Class.............. 9:00 A.M.

_

9:00 a.m.
9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship

Church School ..........................9:00 A.M.

Rev. Roosevelt Hardy
Pastor

Sunday

Sunday School

912 Third Avenue North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705
Phone: 727-822-2089

4100 Dr. Martin Luther King
Street South
SL Petersburg, FL 33705

Sunday Morning Bible Class ...... 9:00 a.m.
Sunday Morning Worship .. .... . .10:30 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday . ............. 7:00 p.m.
Sunday Evening Worship . . . ............. 5:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............. 7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class......... 7:00 p.m.

2230 - 22nd Street S., St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Church

iWi

Bro. Robert Smith

Pentecostal Teipple Church of God ip Christ

BETHEL AFRICAN METHODIST EPISCOPAL

The Church Where Everyone Is WeIcome

820 20th Street South
St. Pete, FL
Home: 896-8006

Pastor John A. Evans

Sunday 7:45 AM and
11 AM Worship
Sunday School 9:30 AM
Tuesday
7 PM Youth Church Enrichment
Wednesday
Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life
7 PM Prayer and Bible Study

l/l/e welcome you at all times.

n

20th Street
Church Of
Christ

Friendship

Greater Si. Paul
Missionary Baplisl Church

Traveler’s Rest

i

Missionary Baptist
Church

1

/

'■
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3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518
Rev. Wayne G. Thompson, Pastor

Sunday School - 9:30

2183 - 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Church Phone: 822-4869
Residence: 824-6021

a.m.

Morning Worship - ll:OO

a.m.

Come Worship WITH
the First BapTist Family

Mid-Morning Worship Service . .10:45 a.m.
Sunday School........................... 9:30 a.m.
Prayer/Praise Service (Weds.)

Bethel Metropolitan

Blessed Hope Bible College

Rev. Donald
F. Browne

“To Be A Blessing While There Is Still Time ”

"WE ARE THE CHURCH WHERE CHRIST IS THE CENTER OF ATTRACTION"

Baptist Church

For A Limeted Time Only!

NO MONEY DOWN!!
<rc7V{b.

Start Your College Education Today • Open Enrollment

3455 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
F-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com
Morning Worship: 8:00 and 11:00 A.M.

955 - 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sunday School - 9:30 A.M.

Phone: 894-4311

Wednesday: Prayer Meeting/Bible Study/

www.mzprogressive.org

AWANA - 7:00 P.M

Sunday School: 9:00 a.m.
Worship Service: 8:00 a.m. • 10:00 a.m.

"Church of The Open Door Centennial Celebration"

1903

"10® Years of God’s Favor" 2003

Wednesday, Bible Study: 8:00-9:00 p.m.
(Adult and Youth)

Genesee St.* Tampa, FL 33603
813-237-6037
President.Founder/Co-Founder
Toll Free: 1-877-428-6588
www.biessedhopebiblecolle8e.org
Bishop Elliot and
Dr. Rosemary Johnson

Wednesday, Prayer Meeting: 7:00-8:00 p.m.

Pastor Louis M.
Murphy, Sr.

816 E.

14
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Friendship Missionary Baptist Church
Pastor John A. Evans,
Sr.
and
Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church
cordially invite you to
attend worship services
with us at 3300 31st St. S.
this Sunday. We also invite
you to all church related
functions in the upcoming
week.
First church service
beings at 7:45 a.m. with
devotion being led by the
Youth Ministry this Sunday
along with help from the
Deacon's ministry. The
Youth Choir will sing'
songs of praise to the Lord
and the 4th Sunday usher
ministry will serve. Pastor
John A. Evans., Sr. will
deliver the message from
God Almighty.
Church Sunday School
begins at 9:30 aim. with the
Assistant Superintendent in
charge. A second church
service is held at 10:30
a.m.

ASK ABOUT OUR SPECIAL RATES FOR:
•
■
•
•
•
•
•
•
•
»
•
•
>
•
•

Local and Long Distance Charters
Airport Transfers
Convention and Airport Shuttles
School Events / Field Trips
Senior Group Events
Church Group Events
Fraternal Events
Business Trips / Corporate Charters
Government Functions
Sporting Events
Shopping Trips
Casino Trips
Family Reunions
Military Reunions
Travel Agencies

CALL FOR RESERVATIONS

1 -800-282-8020 OR 727-526-9086
FAX

■Ml ■

727-522-5548

of the niece and cousin of
Deacon and Pearl Reese
and Kecia Blackshear as
well as her sons and other
family members who held
her so dear to their hearts.
She now rests and abides
with our GOD, eternally at
rest. For others who have
lost loved ones .friends or
family members please
know that we at Friendship
are with you in prayer and
sympathies lifting you up
constantly to the Father
who comforts and loves
ALL!!!!!
We ask that you say
special prayers at this time
for those in the hospital, at
home and recuperating
from surgery.
Last
Sunday,
we
attended
the
57th
Anniversary of the Mt.
Sinai Missionary Baptist
church where the Dr. Larry
Mills is pastor. Our choirs
combined and sang “By

and By,” “Be Careful What
You Say,” sung by Alvin
Copeland and Brother
Mobley's “Hold On, Don't
Worry.” Cookie sang “By
and By” out of her heart
and we thank her for her
ministry to our hearts and
the hearts that were at Mt.
Sinai. There was a beauti
ful rendition done in mime
for our ministerial souls
from the Youth department
of Mt Sinai from" I heard a
Word"! Thank God for
children and new ways
God keeps wishing and try
ing to speak to us to get us
to understand it's all about
LOVE, GOD's LOVE,
GOD's WAY!!!!!! Pastor
preached a stupendous ser
mon on LOVE and being
like God and Jesus
Christ!!!! !The Passion of
The Christ has opened
quite a few eyes and hearts
in this community-of St.
Petersburg but we want to

open all hearts!!!! We
thank Mt. Sinai and Dr.
Mills and his church family
for having us!!!! Praise
GOD for church fellowship
together in unison!!!!!!
Our Women’s' ministry
is planning a Women's
Conference for April 23-25
with the theme "SERVING
GOD WITH EXCEL
LENCE." Our log and sub
subject of interest is "SIS
TAS OF THE SHIP " Our
main speaker will be Pastor
Sheila Spence. Also, fea
tured will be Pastor Pat
Clark from "Without Walls
" from Tampa. For more
information about cost for
the conference as well as
other speakers,' please con
tact the office at (727) 9068300, Mon-Fri between 9
a.m. and 3 p.m.
Please pray and keep in
your hearts our sick and
shut-in as well as those in
the Nursing Homes and we

ask if at all possible please
visit a sick member or shutin member when possible
for "where two or three are
gathered together in my
name there I am amongst
their midst."
Other pertinent news
can be found in the church
bulletins that are handed
out each Sunday at each
church service.
Have a Blessed and
Jesus Filled Week!!!!!!!

Forget not
the Lord and
His many
blessings!
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• Saint John Pelniltlve Baptist Church ■
I

Tuesday, March at 23 at 7
p.m. Youth enrichment
hour is held along with
youth Choir Rehearsal and
user practice on alternate
Tuesday's.
Wednesday March 24
at Noon Bible day study
along with Bread of Life
Ministry serving lunch to
the community in need.
Wednesday evening at 7
p.m. Prayer service, Praise
Team sing praises to God
and Bible study is rendered
this week by Pastor John A.
Evans, Sr.(book of Luke
19>
Sunday, March 28 at 4
p.m. we will have our
Deaconess Program for the
Deaconesses of Friendship
Missionary Baptist Church,
you are cordially invited to
come celebrate this event
with us.
We wish to express sin
cerest condolences and
sympathies at the passing

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Macedonia

Freewill

Baptist

Church

The Lord looks down from heaven,

Elder: Tony Smith

_____________ |

9OO - 16th Avenue South • St. Petersburg, Florida 33705

I

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727)443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 am - 1:30 pm
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com
Scheduled Services:

Early Morning
Church School
Mid-Morning

-

8:00 am
9:45 am

Office (727) 895-4900 • Fax (727) 895-4990

Sunday Morning Service 8:00 a.m. • Sunday Mid-Morning I 1:00 a.m.
Wednesday Nite Prayer Meeting, BibIe Stuy 7:00 p.m.

The Church Where Everyone is Welcome

11:00 am
7:00 pm

Genesis Worship Center Church

_

1818 29th Avenue No., St. Petersburg 33713

Jesus Saves

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”

Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community

(727) 898-5571 - Fax: (727) 898-5581 - gwcc @email.com

(Acts 1:4-8)
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Psalm33

Communion is observed quarterIy the first Sunday after every 5th Sunday.

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Mid-week Family Night Bible Study

He sees all the sons of men, ■

Pastor (727) 89-21 19

Sunday School
Sunday Celebration Service
New Converts Class, Wed.
Home Cell Services, Thurs.

■ MMM. ■ MH^H ■ MM
Earth Mission Miracle Temple Of Deliverance

10th Street Church Of God

‘ The Church Where The Anointing Makes
The Difference ”

207 - 10th Street North • St Petersburg, FL 33705

(727)898-9407

Cultural Arts Programs After School
Mon., WetL, Friday - 6:00pm - 8:00pm

• 10:00am

• 11:30am
• 7:00pm
• 7:00pm

Sunday Morning Worship
10 a.m.
Church School & Prayer
9 a.m.
Weekly Bible Study Tuesdays 7 p.m.
Ministerial Class Thursdays 6 p.m.

Ministry Opportunities: Dance, Drama, Choir, Praise &
Worship, Children, Youth, Men, Women, Step Team,

2611 5th. Ave. • St. Petersburg, FL 33711 i

Senior Leader, Pastor Linda L. Sesler

(727) 323-3210
Pastor’s Office: (727) 895-9591
Rev. Constance D. Samuels - Pastor

Cheerleading, etc..

Church Phone:

■ Free Registration
For more information, contact

Deborah R. Green, Executive Director, i
at: (727)821-9472

Bus ministry provided for all services •

Your presence is welcomed

Real Love, Real People...
(A. Church That (Makes A. Difference!

Rev. Ronald L. Bell, Pastor

Sunday Morning Prayer ............................. .8:30 a.m.
Sunday School ................................. ............................................... i..... .9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship................................................................................
.11:00 a.ni.
Wednesday Night Bible Study ...............................................................7:15 p.m.
The church where what God’s word teaches is practiced! '

Unity Temple Of Truth
Church

2550 9th Avenue S. • St. Petersburg, FL

stigBIb

Early Morning Worship............. ....................... ....................... 7:00 a.m.
Sunday School................................................................................ 9:30 a.m.

11 Prescott Street South

Fie Rock of Jesus Missionary Baptist Church

Morning Worship...............................................;...................... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union

Sunday Morning Study ............10:00 AM
Morning worship ••••••••••••••••••••a*11:00 AM

....................................................4:30 p.m.

Communion......................................................7:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study

’A New Beginning ln Christ'’

Rev. Emily Gillespie, Guest Minister
(The Church Of The Daily Word)

Ail Worship Services are held at:

Wednesdays............. ............. ........................................................... 7:30 p.m.

.........................
Rev. G. M. Curry

“The Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Covenant Presbyterian Church
4201 Sixth Street South ♦ St. Petersburg, Florida

All Nations Church of
God By Faith

Mailing Address: P,0< Bax 14542 » St, Petersburg, FL 3 J733-4542

Phone: 727.8957700

3000 - 4th Avenue S. • St.
Petersburg, FL
327-5926 • 327-2656

Scheduled Services - Sunday
Church Education Assembly (Church School) - 8:45 a.m.
Prayer Time ~ 9:30 a.m.

Praise & Worship - 9:45 a.m.

Worship Service-''10:00 a.hL./
Communion -Every First Sunday

Sunday School.........................................9:30 a.m.

BibIe Study - Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.

Morning Worship......................................lla.m.
Night Worship............................................7 p.m.

Rev. Frank W. Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

Tuesday Bible Class................ ...........

Rev. Peggy M. Peterman
Assistant Pastor

On

t£e nofid 75. ode, 9Atmwi —

8‘p.m.

Friday Tatty Service....................................8 p.m.

otAci ynotutd, iA dut&uuj AeuwC....

Saturday Sabbath School........ .. ........ .11 a.m.

Galilee Missionary
Baptist Church
505 - 35th Street S. St. Petersburg, FL • 327-3186
Morning Worship..
..............7:45 a.m.
Sunday School .....
............. 9:15 a.m.
Mid-Morning Worship
........... 10:50 a.m.
Baptist Training Union
....... .5:00 p.m.
Mid-Week Worship
.Wednesday 7:00 p.m.
Bible Study/Prayer Service . .Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Comejoin us at the Church where everyone is ’Welcome!

Rev. Earnest Jones,
Pastor

Rev. Johnnie Lee Williams, Pastor

Trinity Presbyterian Church, USA
2830 22nd Avenue South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 327-8560 or (727) 322-0810
9:00 AIM ...............................Prayer Time
9:30 AM ....................... .Sunday School

SS^SSE
Church School

11:00 AM ..................................... Worship
12:30 PM After Service Fellowship
Wednesday - 6:30 PM Prayer and Bible Study

You are invited to share spiritual nurturing, preaching of the
Gospel and a Christian community for everyone.

Ctmtmunttg Church

The Reverend Don A. Gaskin, Pastor
2335 - 22nd Avenue South
P.O. Box 15935 • St. Petersburg, FL 33733
Wisdom School 9:50 AM • Morning Worship. 10:30 AM
Bible Study Fellowship 6:30 PM (Wed.)
Deacon Ministry.................................... ...................................................Deacon Edward Nesbitt
Finance Ministry................................................... ............................. ...
James Robinson
Children & Youth Ministry............................................. ............. Joyce Robinson
Clerk Ministry ................................................................................. ........................ Wyvonnia McGee

"A Church With Passion for God and Compassion for People"

St. John Missionary (Baptist Church

PEACEFUL ZION M.B. CHURCH
2051 - 9th Avenue South,
■
St. Petersburg. FL 33712
Clifford F. Cannedy, Sr.. Pastor
,813' 822-2455
..9 30 a m.

Rev. FIeming Tarver, Pastor

Sunday Services

Sunday Service..................... ..................................................................... 8 00 a m
Sunday School -z..................... ........................
9-30 am
Morning Worship................................................ / ‘i.....................1100 am'

Wednesday Youth

BTU..........................500pm.

Rehearsal................. 5:30 p.m.
Thursday Prayer & Church

Evening Worship .. 6:00 p.m.

SchooI Study.........

Morning Worship. .11:00 a m

1500 N. Pennsylvania Avenue
ClearWater, Florida 33516
Church Phone: 443-1945 Parsonage: 446-6056

Baptist Training Union ..:.................. ...................................................

7’30 p.m.

Tuesday Evening

1st & 2nd Saturdays SR

Bible Class..............7:30 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal....11:00 a.m.

Bible Class Monday, 7:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting & Bible Study, Wednesday 7:00 p.m.

The eftureft where everybody is somebody and Christ is ah.

The Church Where Christ Is The HEAD

Prayer Tower Church Of God In Christ
1135 37th Street South, St. Pete, FL
EIder CIarence WeIch, Pastor

5:qq

Weekly Services

Stewart-Isom Memorial Christian Methodist
Episcopal Church
1820 Walton Street S., St. Pete, FL 33712
(813) 327-0593
Sunday School: 9:30 a.m.
Morning worship: 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study: Thursday, 7:00 p.m.

Sunday School 10 a.m.
Morning Service 11:30 a.m.
YPWW 5:30 p.m. Sunday
Church Service 6:30 p.m. Sunday
Night Services 7:30 p.m.
Tuesday Services 7:30 p.m.
Prayer Meeting, Wednesday 7:30 p.m.

Phillipians 3:14 “I press towards the mark for the

Bible Band, Thursday 7:30 p.m.
Rev. a. Anthony Robinson

iii

prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus ”
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CLASSIFIED ADS...get results!
WRXB RADIO STATION IS
SEEKING AN ENERGETIC, SELF
STARTER WITH A MINIMUM OF
2 YRS. SALES EXPERIENCE.
COMMISSIONED. MUST POSSESS
GOOD COMMUNICATION
SKILLS AND BE PERSONABLE.
COMMISSION ONLY. PTEASF.
FAX RESUME TO (727) 321-3025

Interested in a Career in Public Health?
We’re interested in you!
The Pinellas County Health Department would like
to invite you to find out more about our employment
opportunities. To visit the Personnel Office to view
current vacancies or to ask questions, visit us at 205
Dr. ML King Street North, Suite 400, St. Petersburg
or locate vacancy information via the Internet at
https://peoplefirst.myflorida.com/

MEET
YOUR
MATCH

(727) 492-8195

BENNIE BRINSON!
Insurance Agency 1

Lie.# ER13012312

Your Neighborhood
Insurance Agency
Specializing In
AffordabIq
Life*Health«Dental*Vision
Disability«Commercial
Liability & Bonds Also
g|P/j; 727-328-9878 BgJ

THERE IS ONLY ONE
RACE IN THIS WORLD
- THE HUMAN RACE
i At Bright House Networks,

Fax: 727-328-9545Vjl

WE ALL SHINE!

Peso!e across the country are leaning what our 2.1 million customers already know; t
Networks is detiverrog the tuture ot intormatson arid entertainment. Join us now to see

DIGITAL M

t

Hose

2530 Drew St.

NEIGHBORHOOD TECHNICIAN

We are seeking a fuli-time candidate with some etecttofile/canmurtcafions/r^air background to sen® as a
tyeigtbortiood Technician, The successful applicant will be responsible for ana^zing, locating and repairing
| technics field problems as requested by customer service. Base knowledge erf safety rules, cable television
ladder certification and electrical codes is essential: high school education or equivalent required.
11500 Oth St. N. [ theory,
The Technician will work outside, with exposure to heights and various environments. Ability to work various

233 31st Si. N.

shifts, and function on 24 hour.otvcall basis in toe event of serious service problems, aiso a requirement.

Madeira Beach
14095 Gulf Blvd.

Court Applications ONLY by April 2

Pinellas Park

Available at:
www.jud6.org
Criminal Justice Center, 14250 49th St. N., 2nd fir, Hwing (HR Dept.), Clwr
Old Historic Clearwater Courthouse, 324 S. Ft. Harrison
Ave., Rm 102 Clwr.
501 Building, 501 lst Ave. N., Rm. 729 (Alt. Dispute), St.
Pete
Court Administration, Rm. 219, West Pasco Judicial
Center, 7530 Little Rd., New Port Richey
EOE AA Drug-Free Workplace.

Parkside Mail

The selected appMcant will acquire new customers end upgrade existing subscribers’ serviaes. This wtfl be
accomplished by reaching oft to aoSct new and existing customers throughout assigned territories. The
qualified candidate must be customer service driven axi posses excellent communications sWIIs. Requires
! ft® years direct sales experience. WI be expected to represent the company in a professional mariner,

OUTBOUND SALES REPRESENTATIVES: PART-TIME
The selected candidates will sell cable services to customers by providing information, answering questions
and solving problems. Requires previous sates experience and a high school diploma (or equwatent).
Relevant customer service aid public itstattons experience a plus. Working knowledge of cable products and
i femKartty with computers preferred.

fwww mg
sc/wn and dafeS'cwd

—:—----------- —g

The Hospice
Ol 1 III 1 I.OKIDA SI \(OAS l

Caring for Pinellas County,
Florida since 1977

BEDDING
Bed. A brand new queen
double sided pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $177.
Can deliver. 727-586-3555

A Unique Profession!!
Hands-on care of the
terminally ill.
Accepting Applications
RNs, LPNs
(FL License Required)
AHHAJCNAs
(Both FL cert, needed)
586-4432
300 E. Bay Drive
Largo, FL 33770-3770

STATE OF SOUTH CAR
OLINA IN THE FAMILY
COURT OF THE NINTH
JUDICIAL CIRCUIT
COUNTY OF
CHARLESTON

CASE NO.: 03-PR-10-4401

plastic. Must sell $245. Can

SCHONTAL
MORTON,

deliver. 727-584-6 008

Plaintiff,

ble sided pillow top new in

SUMMONS

Bed. Brand new full double
sided luxury pillow top set
in plastic. Sacrifice $146.
Can deliver. 727-585-9766
Queen 'Orthopedic

mattress

set. new in plastic. Must sell.
$150. Can deliver. 727- 685-'
6008.

HAVEA
GREATDAY!

MCNEIL

vprciic

BED: A Cherry Wood
Sleigh Bed w/orthopedic
mattress set. Brand new in
boxes. $339. Must sell. Can
Deliver 727-586-3555.

A SERVICE RE

The Service Rep will act as Cali Censer support to accommodate Mkartge of mils! media technical requests
and inquiries. Our Service Representatives provide support to technicians and customers in the field relating
to digital issues. Previous safes experience and a high school diploma (or equivatenij is required. Relevant
customer service and public relations experience a plus. Working towteege of cstSe products and
familiarity with computers also preferred. The preferred candidate will possess a College degree in related
| field or equivalent canttnaBon at experience and education. Sx months of cable television experience, as
wb» as previous customer servfce/dericd/data entry experience is desired. PC experience is also helpful

Clearwater

r--------■

Bed. Brand name king dou

Bonded & Insured

2114 Drew St.

school; ability to digest and communicate concepts orally
and in writing; ability to exercise discretion, confidential
ity, impartiality and honesty in handling matters before the
court. FL Bar membership preferred. Applicants must
have word processing skills. Two year appointment with
possibility of renewal at end of appointment. Salary $1588
biwkly (FL Bar Member) + bnfts. Position located in
Clearwater.

All Phases Of Residential
& Commercial Work

$2.99 per min.
Must be 18 yrs.
Serv-U (619)648-8434

visit Us in
Person:

Staff Attorney - graduation from an accredited law

“When You Need Quality
Craftsmanship ”

1-900-226-5883
Ext. 3157

We’re looking forward to hearing from you!

OFFICE OF THE GENERAL COUNSEL
6TH JUDICIAL CIRCUIT

Blown Head Gaskets
Repaired
$279.00. Guaranteed. We
come to you. Free
Evaluation.
727-6980271.

LEWIS ELECTRIC
CONSTRUCTION, INC.

FAMILY STRESS
Is your family stressed due to a family
member abusing drugs or alcohol? If so,
Operation PAR provides substance abuse
and mental health treatment services for
adults and children. In some cases treat
ment services are provided at no cost.
Services are confidential. Prevention
services are also available to the public.

For more information,
Contact Gerald Syrkett
Operation PAR - Self-Sufficiency
Project
727-893-5438

LONNIE
JAMES
JEVONE MORTON,
Defendant.
TO THE DEFENDANT
ABOVE-NAMED:
YOU ARE HEREBY SUM
MONED and required to
Answer the Complaint here
in, a copy of which is here
with served upon you, and to
serve a copy of your Answer
to this Complaint on the sub
scriber, Ben F. Mack,
Esquire, at the address
below, within thirty (30)
days after service hereof,
exclusive of the day of such
service, and if you fail to
answer the Complaint, judg
ment by default will be ren
dered against you for the
relief demanded in the
Complaint.
Ben F. Mack
Attorney at Law
2151 Ashley Phosphate Road
Charleston, SC 29406
843.797.3771
Attorney for the Plaintiff
Charleston, South Carolina
As filed on
November 25, 2003.

AD DEAD
LINE IS 4 P.M.
MONDAY

• Career Growth Potential« Benefits Package for FuB-Time
• Free €a» & internet • PaM vacations ♦ -401K
• Pension Ran • Anti More!

Florida Department of Transportation
Public Notice
U.S. 19 (SR 55/US 98) Cross Florida Barge Canal Bridge
From West Cornflower Drive to West Foss Grove Path
WPI No: 257167 1 * FAPNo: 1851-109P

Any person with a disability requiring a special accom

modation to participate in the application process should
call 727-453-7165.

of diversity.
With over $1 billion in assets, MacDill
Federal Credit Union knows what if takes
to succeed in business today. It fakes the

Your

smartest and brightest leaders, with the
vision and financial sawy to make the right

On March 11, 2004, the Federal Highway Administration granted location and
design concept acceptance for the following Federal-Aid project:
Project Description: U.S 19 (SR 55/US 98) Cross Florida Barge Canal Bridge
PD&E Study, from West Cornflower Drive to West Foss Grove Path. The road
way is to be widened to four lanes, with bridges constructed having 40 feet of ver
tical clearance over the canal.
Scott Farash, District Seven Project Manager, (813) 975-6456 or 1-800-226-7220

That's why you'll find professionals from

ARIES

within your own local community

(Mar. 21-April 20) Acceptance will be necessary.
Seminars will provide you with knowledge and amusement.
Advancement can be yours if you put your efforts into work
related matters. Help those incapable of taking care of their per
sonal affairs.
TAURUS (Apr. 21-May 21) Don't be too pushy or demanding,
or you may find yourself all alone. There could be opposition or
temper tantrums on the home front. You will get upset over triv
ial matters. Don't let your personal partner hold you back or slow
you down.
GEMINI (May 22-June 21) Financial limitations will not be as
adverse as they appear. Don't go overboard; start small and work
toward building it up slowly. You're in the mood to do things
such as competitive sports or perhaps a night on the town. Minor
health problems will flare up if you don't take care of yourself.
CANCER (June 22-July 22) Take care of your personal needs.
You have more energy than the rest of the people you live with
anyway. Expect some flak. You can make career moves that will
bring you a much higher income.
LEO (July 23-Aug 22) You may find your nights sleepless due
to bad dreams. Be cautious handling tools, machinery or danger
ous objects. Take Care of yourself or you can expect to suffer
from minor illness. Insincere gestures of friendliness are likely to
occur.

VIRGO

(Aug. 23-Sept. 23) Unique forms of entertainment
could capture your attention and bring about a romantic interest.
Discord could be unnerving. You may be up for some changes in
your home. Residential moves should be considered carefully.
LIBRA (Sept. 24-Oct. 23) Romantic encounters will develop
through group activity. Opportunities to travel will develop
through peers. You will also encounter individuals who can help
you further your goals. You will be in an overly generous mood
this week.

SCORPIO (Oct. 24-Nov. 22) You can help them with difficult
projects. Get back into a routine that promises a better looking,
more aware individual. Protect your interests legally if necessary.
Take care of the needs or responsibilities of elders.
SAGITTARIUS (Nov. 23-Dec. 21)
Loved ones may be
annoyed if they feel restricted. Your talents might just be discov
ered. Minor accidents could occur if you don't take precautions.
Invest wisely. Your personal life could have you tied up in knots.
CAPRICORN (Dec 22,-Jan.

20) Don't expect the whole family
to be overjoyed. Your emotions have been pulled out of shape
and you need to do a little backtracking. Go directly to the source
if you want to know exactly what's been going on. You can't do
everything on your own.
AQUARIUS (Jan. 21-Feb.19) Your social activity should be
conducive to finding love. Sign up for courses or join fitness
clubs. Travel should open doors that lead to exciting new adven
tures You will attract new love interests.
PISCES (Feb. 20-Mar. 20) Your colorful conversation may
attract new mates. You'll be surprised how much you can accom
plish Spending too much time talking to friends or relatives
could easily turn into a debate that could lead to estrangement.
Moves will be hectic but favorable in the end.

<HI|allrnypi-

w

working at MacDill locations throughout
our five-county service area. You'll see
friends and neighbors looking to us
for innovative products and services

2500 Dr. M.L. King Street,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

that meet their unique financial
needs. You'll understand that we
truly know the value of diversity.

And it's priceless!

SUBSCRIPTION:
$30 Annually by Mail
An EEO Employer IA/V/0/V

www.mocdill.org

PLEASE E-MAIL ALL ADS TO:
smfaith@tampabay.rr.com
Are you in college?
Retired?
Semi-retired?
Looking for Part-time Work?
If you can answer YES to any of the foregoing questions
This opportunity is for YOU!
If you like talking to people, like sales,
and looking for a great way to supplement your income...
You Could Be A Successful Newspaper Salesperson for

Name

Address

State

City

Zip Code

Phone

Is this a reneWal?

The Weekly Challenger
Give Us a Call - You’ll Be Glad You Did

(727) - 822-8996

CALL TODAY
"There’s a Reason to Sell The Weekly Challenger"

Make checks payable to:
Clie Weeklg (flutllenger
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WOMAN’S WORLD
Horticulturist Jessie Mack Burns
Blossoms in Disney Landscaping Role

Jessie Mack Burns
LAKE BUENA VIS
TA - She thought she
wanted to be a marine biol
ogist when she grew up.
But she couldn’t swim, and
her course of studies at
Western Kentucky Univer
sity weren’t as interesting
as she had hoped. So Jessie
Mack Bums changed her
major to horticulture, and
she discovered how much
she liked getting her hands

dirty.
Today, Bums is a
planned works specialist
for Horticulture Roadway
Support at Walt Disney
World Resort where she
oversees landscaping plan
ning across the 47-squaremile property in Lake Bue
na Vista.
“We tackle quite a few
projects, so it’s hectic with
all the juggling, but it’s so

much fun,” says Bums, 34,
who’s married to Tim
Bums, a permit compli
ance specialist at Disney’s
Reedy Creek Improvement
District “My role is to ar
range projects, bring in
materials,
make
sure
equipment is running prop
erly and oversee comple
tion of the projects.”
During a recent major
restoration along Buena
Vista Drive, one of her
teams replanted and land
scaped flower beds and re
turfed to create the kind of
roadside beauty that Walt
Disney World guests have
come to expect as they
enter the resort area.
It was not only her hor
ticultural handiwork, but
also her vibrant personality
and enthusiasm for her
Disney role that put Bums
in the television spotlight
during the 1998 Epcot
International Flower and
Garden Festival. As she
walked Home and Garden
Television
producers
through the festival, they
liked her demeanor and
eventually gave her a spot
on the gardening show,
“Way to Grow.” When
HGTV’s parent company,
Scripps
Networks,
launched the DIY - Do It
Yourself Network in 1999,
Bums began taping fiveminute gardening seg
ments for regular airing.

all the time from home gar
deners impressed with the
Disney landscape and says
that the yearly Epcot Inter
national Flower and Gar
den Festival, running this
spring from April 16
through June 6, is the ideal
place to get plenty of great
gardening tips.
“It’s a great way for
folks to enjoy their sur
roundings and get ideas to
take home with them,” she
says. “A lot of people want
to use methods in their
yards that we do here, and
we try to give that to them
in the festival programs
that we do.”
Although Burns en
joyed moving around as a
child with her military
family, she’s happy to have
roots planted in Central
Florida with her husband,
Tim, and three active dogs.
When she’s not tending the
vast Disney property or jet
ting across the country to
tape television segments,
Bums enjoys puttering
around her Kissimmee
backyard “oasis” that
thrives
with
colorful
bougainvillaea, kalanchoe
and other floral delights.
For more information
about the 11th annual Ep
cot International Flower
and Garden Festival, call
(407) W-DISNEY or visit
www.disneyworld.com/flo
wer.

Today, Bums is the host of
her own show, “Weekend
Landscaping,” taped at
Monrovia Nurseries in
Azusa, Calif.
“It’s still strange to see
myself on TV - I can be
very critical of myself - but
I love talking to people
about gardening, so it’s a
great opportunity,” Bums
says.
Even as a young girl,
Bums was tuned in to her
natural surroundings.
“My mom used to gar
den, and I’d find myself
early Saturday morning
thinking that I needed to
mow,” she says. “In col
lege, I seemed to have an
instinct for creating land
scaped settings for parties
and other events.”
The
first African
American to join the Kap
pa Delta sorority at West
ern Kentucky, Bums de
signed lush backdrops for a
rush party just as she even
tually did for the Walt Dis
ney World Greens Divi
sion, which creates themed
settings for convention
events. A Disney gardening
internship before her 1992
graduation led to her per
manent role in the Vacation
Kingdom’s horticulture
program. Her first full-time
Disney position in 1993
was as a Greens Division
gardener.
Bums gets questions

+

Whoopi Goldberg Signs Multi Book
Deal With Jump at the Sun/Hyperion
Books for Children—-----——-----—

Whoopi Goldberg
NEW
YORK—
(BLACK
PR
WIRE) (B US INE S S
WIRE) Jump at the Sun, an
imprint of Hyperion Books
for Children dedicated to
the mission of creating
high quality children's
books that celebrate diver
sity, has entered into a
multi-book publishing pro
gram
with
Whoopi
Goldberg. The announce
ment was made today by
Lisa Holton, senior vice
president and publisher,
Hyperion
Books
for
Children.
As part of the agree
ment,
Jump
at
the
Sun/Hyperion Books for
Children will create a
home for multiple chil
dren's books written by
Whoopi Goldberg and
reflecting her own unique

style and humor. The
books will .be in stores
beginning in fall 2005.
"Whoopi Goldberg is
one of the great talents of
our time - her brilliance
transcends age and culture,
and the memorable charac
ters she has developed
throughout her career have
endured over time. We're
confident that the new
characters she will intro
duce in her children's
books will be equally com
pelling," says Holton. "As
an avid collector of chil
dren's literature and an out
spoken advocate of read
ing and literacy for young
children through her work
with organizations such as
First
Book,
Whoopi
Goldberg is a natural to
bring her talent and pas
sion to children's books."

Added
Whoopi
Goldberg: "Books and
reading have always been
an important part of my
life. If I can give kids and
their parents something
that'll make them smile
and maybe teaches them a
little something about liv
ing with one another on
our planet, it makes me a
happy granny."
The agreement was
negotiated
by
Jackie
Carter, editorial director,
Jump at the Sun, Tom
Leonardis of Whoop, Inc.,
and Bill Sobel of Edelstein
Laird & Sobel.
"Jump at the Sun has
had tremendous critical
success since its inception
five years ago in achieving
our mission of creating
high quality books that cel
ebrate the beauty of
African American culture,"
said Carter. "Whoopi
Goldberg helps us wel
come the future of Jump at
the Sun, as we broaden our
universe and add a diverse
roster of books, with
humor titles, novelty for
mats, early readers, and so
much more. We welcome
Whoopi's commitment to
diversity and her irreverent
spin on the world we live
in. We know her books will
bring out the kid in all of
us."
Whoopi Goldberg is
one of the few artists to
win
Oscar,
Emmy,
Grammy,
Tony,
and
Golden Globe Awards. She
is equally well-known for
her tireless humanitarian
efforts on behalf of chil-

dren, the homeless, human
rights,' education, sub
stance abuse and the battle
against AIDS, as well as
many other causes and
charities. She currently
executive produces and
stars in her new NBC sit
com, "Whoopi" and can
also be seen on Nick Jr.'s
"Whoopi's Littleburg," a
series of half-hour TV spe
cials set in "The Preschool
Capital of the World,"
which she also produces.
Whoopi has been honored
with multiple NAACP
Image, People's Choice
and Nickelodeon Kids'
Choice Awards. She wrote
the
children's
book,
"Alice," and her "Book"
made the New York Times
Bestseller List and has
been published around the

world.
Jump at the Sun
launched in fall 1998 with
the mission of celebrating
the African American
experience and culture.
The imprint takes its name
from the advice given by
Lucy Potts Hurston to her
daughter, the Harlem
Renaissance author Zora
Neale Hurston. She urged
young Zora to aim high in
life - to "jump at the sun."
Hyperion Books for
Children is a unit of
Disney
Publishing
Worldwide.
Disney
Publishing
Worldwide
publishes books and maga
zines in 55 languages in 74
countries, reaching more
than 100 million readers
each month.
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Flexible Hours Available • 6 Days A Week

Bradenton CIasses • April 5th & 6th
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Call to register by April 2nd

St..Petersburg CIasses • Tues. - Sat.
God's AnoinTed
Isaiah 61:1 ljclCC

11612 N Nebraska Ave. Tampa, FL I
Toll Free

1-877-632-1957 |

Verizon Executive Named One
Of *25 Influential Black Women
In Business*---------------------------------• Jerri DeVard, Company's Top Ranking African-American Woman,
Honored

Jerri DeVard
NEW
YORK,
PRNEWSWIRE - Veri
zon's Jerri DeVard has been
named
one
of
25
Influential Black Women
in Business by The
Network Journal, a black
professionals and smallbusiness
magazine.
DeVard, senior vice presi
dent — Brand Management
and Marketing Com
munications and the com
pany's
highest-ranking
African-American woman,
is being recognized for her
professional achievements,
outstanding community
service and strong leader
ship skills.

"Jerri DeVard is a
dynamic leader who stands
apart because of her busi
ness savvy and dedication
to the community," said
Aziz Gueye Adetimirin,
The Network Journal pub
lisher. "She and our other
honorees possess the per
sonal integrity and com
mitment to making a differ
ence that enrich the corpo
rate environment and our
communities."
At Verizon, DeVard is
responsible for all corpo
rate initiatives to build and
strengthen the company's
brand worldwide. She also
directs advertising, media
planning and buying, and
direct-mail response for
Verizon's
Domestic
Telecom group.
DeVard holds leader
ship posts in several pro
fessional, civic, education
al and cultural organiza
tions. She sits on the
Board of Directors of
Tommy Hilfiger Corp, and
chairs the Foundation

Board for the Executive
Leadership Council. She
also serves on the Pepsi
African-American
Advisory Board and is a
member of the National
Black MBA Association,
the
Spelman
College
Alumnae Association, Jack
and Jill of America and
New York City's Riverside
Church.
DeVard was recently
named one of Advertising
Age magazine's Power
Players in the advertising
industry. She has also been
featured in several national
magazines and books.
She has a bachelor's
degree in economics from
Spelman College and a
master's of business admin
istration in marketing from
Clark Atlanta University
Graduate
School
of
Management.
DeVard, her husband,
Gregg Smith, and their two
children live in New York
City.

Study Seeks Florida Women
Whose Sisters Had Breast
Cancer-----------------------------------------RESEARCH TRIAN
GLE PARK, N.C. - A new
study looking at sisters of
women with breast. cancer
has expanded its recruit
ment to include women liv
ing throughout Florida.
The study, conducted by
the National Institute of
Environmental
Health
Sciences, part of the
National . Institutes of
Health, is designed to
determine the environmen
tal and genetic causes of
breast cancer. It will be
expanded . nationally later
this year, but currently
includes statewide recruit
ment in Arizona, Florida,
Missouri and Rhode Island.
The study will eventu
ally require 50,000 women
volunteers
nationwide,
ages 35 to 74, including
African American, Asian,
Latina
and
Native
American women, who

have not had breast cancer
but who have a sister who
was diagnosed with breast
cancer. Sisters of women
with breast cancer are
known to be at greater risk
of the disease than other
women.
Dale Sandler,
Ph.D., Chief of the
Epidemiology Branch at
NIEHS, said, "With simple
tests and questionnaires,
volunteers will help us
look at environmental and
other factors, such as
genes, a common diet,
occupational exposures, a
household environmental
chemical, and a gene-envi
ronment interaction." The
study, she added, will fol
low sisters for 10 years or
more.
Volunteers in the Sister
Study will help researchers
identify factors that influ
ence the development of
breast cancer. One study

participant, Ann Branch of
Grand Ridge, FL, sister of
Linda Folsom, a breast
cancer survivor since 1988,
joined the study, she said,
"in honor of my sister. I
wanted to turn something
negative into something
positive by giving my time
to this important study and
helping future genera
tions."
Recruitment started in
four cities in late 2002:
Phoenix, AZ, Tampa, FL,
St. Louis, MO, and
Providence, RI.
These
cities, and now their
respective states, were
selected for their size, geo
graphic, ethnic and socioe
conomic diversity.
To volunteer or leam
more about the Sister
Study, go to the web site
www.sisterstudy.org or call
toll free 1-877-4SISTER
(1-877-474-7837).

Resource Center for Women
Announces Free Classes for April
PINELLAS COUNTY- RCW offers free services
to women in our communi
ty. They include personal
guidance, career develop
ment and parenting. In
addition, RCW offers a
monthly computer orienta
tion class and a free com
puter lab.
In Personal Guidance,
the focus is on stress man
agement, assertiveness and
self-esteem. Classes begin
April 6 and will be held
Tuesdays and Thursdays
from 10 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
at the Largo Center and
Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to
12 p.m. at the Enoch Davis,
St. Petersburg Center.
In
. Career
Development, the groups
work on resume prepara
tion, job search strategies
and interview techniques.
Classes at the Largo Center
begin April lst and will be
held Thursdays from 10:00
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. Classes

at the Enoch Davis, St.
Petersburg Center begin
April 2nd and will be held
on Fridays from 10 a.m. to
12 p.m.
The
Parenting
Education will help you
build your child’s self
esteem, communicate with
your child and enjoy a
quality relationship with
your child. Classes at the
Largo Center begin April
7th and will be held on
Wednesdays from 10:00
a.m.
to
12:30
p.m.
Daytime classes at the
Enoch
Davis,
St.
Petersburg Center begin

April 8th and will be held
Thursdays from 10:00 a.m.
to 12:30 p.m. Evening
classes begin April 7th and
will be held on Wednesdays
from 6:00 p.m. to 8:30 p.m.
The
Computer
Orientation class and selfdirected learning lab offer
basic computer instruction
in a small, non-intimidating
environment. The April
orientation class is sched
uled for Tuesday, April 20
from 12:30-2:00 p.m. at the
Largo Center.
To register for classes,
call the RCW at (727) 5861110.

St. Pete Welcomes

B & B Major Appliance Repair
We repair all brands of kitchen and laundry
appliances, including water heaters.
• Factory Trauned Technicians
• Satisfaction Guaranteed

Phone: (727) 821-7851

